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 ICM Poll for the BBC/The Guardian 

Fieldwork dates: 10-11th July 2009 

Interview Method: Telephone. 

Population effectively sampled: All adults aged 18+ in GB Population effectively sampled: All adults aged 18+ in GB 

Sampling Method: Within Great Britain, a random sample of telephone numbers 
was drawn from the entire BT database of domestic telephone numbers. Each 
number so selected had its last digit randomised so as to provide a sample including 
both listed and unlisted numbers.  
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Data weighting: Data were weighted to the profile of all adults aged 18+ (including 
non telephone owning households). Data were weighted by sex, age, social class, 
household tenure, work status, number of cars in the household and whether or not 
respondent has taken a foreign holiday in the last 3 years. Targets for the weighted 
data were derived from the National Readership survey, a random probability survey 
comprising 34,000 random face-to-face interviews conducted annually.  
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Questions: The computer tables attached in PDF format show each question, in full, 
in the order they were put to respondents, all response codes and the weighted and 
un-weighted bases for all demographics and other data including but not limited that 
published .  
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

349300351109264188277171265287251541133754835171000Unweighted base

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

129137151499272116104119781032175839248169417Now
37%43%46%38%41%37%49%50%41%29%47%42%37%35%48%35%42%

52424217283033153553227027178056136By the end of the year
15%13%13%14%12%15%14%7%12%20%10%14%18%15%15%12%14%

181595178931514112613231942By the end of 2011
5%5%3%4%7%4%4%2%5%5%5%5%1%3%4%4%4%

1341101195185836678108111721895844148215363Should stay until they
38%34%36%40%37%42%28%38%37%42%33%36%37%40%29%45%36%are no longer needed

1413--23-1-421256Refused
*1%*2%--1%2%-*-1%1%1%*1%1%

1710955394141091296172037Don't know
5%3%3%4%2%2%4%2%5%4%4%2%6%6%3%4%4%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 When do you think Britain should aim to pull its troops out of Afghanistan?
Base: All respondents

Prepared on behalf of The Guardian/BBC Newsnight by ICM Research



Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

349300351109264188277171265287251541133754835171000Unweighted base

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

11710011139866875599995591855134148180328Helping improve the
33%31%34%30%38%35%32%29%34%36%27%36%33%31%29%37%33%situation

15716014456851011011031341231052307848258203461Making no difference
45%50%44%44%37%52%43%49%46%46%48%44%51%43%50%42%46%

56485628451941364340358520208476160Making it worse
16%15%17%22%20%10%17%18%15%15%16%16%13%19%16%16%16%

2111195117199167181958272451Don't know
6%3%6%4%5%4%8%4%5%3%9%4%4%8%5%5%5%
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Table 2
Q.2 Do you think the presence of British forces in Afghanistan is helping improve the situation there, making it worse or making no difference one
way or the other?
Base: All respondents
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

349300351109264188277171265287251541133754835171000Unweighted base

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

15015915047104110103106122128902447451221238459Support
43%50%46%36%46%56%44%51%42%48%41%47%48%47%43%49%46%

1731451567311176117901491171142396951259215473Oppose
49%45%47%56%49%39%50%43%51%44%53%46%45%47%50%45%47%

1-2-1-1-11-3--133Refused
*-1%-*-*-**-1%--*1%*

271522101010151218191333117382664Don't know
8%5%7%7%4%5%6%6%6%7%6%6%7%7%7%5%6%
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Table 3
Q.3 Do you yourself support or oppose the British military operation in Afghanistan?
Base: All respondents
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

349300351109264188277171265287251541133754835171000Unweighted base

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

27925126710218816819315723421417341812681405393798As part of the
80%79%81%79%83%86%82%76%80%81%79%81%82%73%78%81%80%international fight

against Al Qaeda
terrorists

27525424810317917119015822620217242110380390386776To help the Afghan
78%80%75%80%79%88%80%76%78%76%79%81%67%73%75%80%78%Government fight the

Taleban

185199193661491321491141671471583007346277300577To help stop the flow
53%62%58%51%66%67%63%55%57%55%73%58%47%42%53%62%58%of drugs grown in

Afghanistan

25152271091813191215221411402162Don't know why the
7%5%7%6%4%5%7%6%6%5%7%4%9%10%8%4%6%troops have been sent

there

91911774413101251969172239None of these
3%6%3%5%3%2%2%6%4%4%2%4%4%9%3%4%4%

13--12-121*3--4-4Refused
*1%--*1%-1%1%**1%--1%-*
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Table 4
Q.4 Which of the following would you say are the main reasons British troops are in Afghanistan?
Base: All respondents
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

349300351109264188277171265287251541133754835171000Unweighted base

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Gender

1801471556710794971041371441062536458-482482Male
51%46%47%52%48%48%41%50%47%54%49%49%42%53%-100%48%

172171175621181011391041541211112669052518-518Female
49%54%53%48%52%52%59%50%53%46%51%51%58%47%100%-52%

Age

47253859416293828---110525811018-24              (21)
13%8%11%4%4%2%7%14%13%10%---100%10%12%11%

51515216241721315449--154-906415425-34            (29.5)
15%16%16%12%11%8%9%15%19%18%--100%-17%13%15%

72656131542935445267-197--1089019735-44            (39.5)
20%20%18%24%24%15%15%21%18%25%-38%--21%19%20%

55635324404131355153-171--858617145-54            (49.5)
16%20%16%18%18%21%13%17%18%20%-33%--16%18%17%

51514821393134404729-150--737715055-64            (59.5)
14%16%15%16%17%16%14%19%16%11%-29%--14%16%15%

766279336074100294939217---11110621765+                (70)
22%20%24%25%26%38%42%14%17%15%100%---21%22%22%

46.5547.6047.6950.2750.8855.0654.4845.2245.4244.4570.0048.5929.5021.0046.9047.6447.26Average age
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Table 5
Classification
Base: All respondents
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Social Grade

1037686435961---265391494928121144265AB
29%24%26%33%26%31%---100%18%29%32%25%23%30%27%

1209477396659--291-491505438154137291C1
34%29%23%30%29%30%--100%-23%29%35%34%30%28%29%

736372193644-208--291193129104104208C2
21%20%22%15%16%23%-100%--13%23%20%27%20%22%21%

558695296532236---100100211613997236DE
16%27%29%22%29%16%100%---46%19%13%14%27%20%24%

Region

--33028845795727786791625238175155330North
--100%22%37%29%40%35%27%32%37%31%33%34%34%32%33%

-319-38816586639476621805125171147319Midlands
-100%-30%36%33%36%30%32%29%29%35%33%23%33%31%32%

351--6262735573120103761775147172180351South
100%--48%27%37%23%35%41%39%35%34%33%43%33%37%35%
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Working status

16314314157105784499150154529110843171276447Full-time
46%45%43%44%47%40%19%48%51%58%2%56%70%39%33%57%45%

3940391420171636382967911239820118Part-time
11%13%12%11%9%9%7%17%13%11%3%15%7%21%19%4%12%

2224207121026121710-351516392765Not working but seeking
6%8%6%6%5%5%11%6%6%4%-7%10%14%8%6%7%work or temporarily

unemployed/sick

2019261111424151213-40205491664Not working/not seeking
6%6%8%9%5%2%10%7%4%5%-8%13%4%9%3%6%work

95839439748612142595120568--146126272Retired
27%26%29%30%33%44%51%20%20%19%94%13%--28%26%27%

987-*-22137--123111223Student
3%2%2%-*-1%1%4%2%--*21%2%3%2%

423*31322226-1559Refused
1%1%1%*1%*1%1%1%1%1%1%-1%1%1%1%
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Tenure

117100121507996906599831541521715168170338Own outright
33%31%37%39%35%49%38%31%34%31%71%29%11%14%32%35%34%

1301321224788724377126138142477546195188383Own with a mortgage
37%41%37%37%39%37%18%37%43%52%7%48%49%42%38%39%38%

393254938145837227365615187747124Council
11%10%16%7%17%7%25%18%8%3%16%11%10%16%15%10%12%

121810952189112519106202140Housing Assoc.
3%6%3%7%2%1%8%4%4%1%2%4%7%5%4%4%4%

462918131211181627315323620474593Rented from someone
13%9%5%10%5%5%8%8%9%12%2%6%23%18%9%9%9%else

11--1*1-1-11--112Rent free
**--***-*-**--***

68514174543111591120Refused
2%3%2%1%2%1%3%2%2%2%1%2%*5%2%2%2%
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Foreign Holiday in last 3 years

219184203841301368911120719911032410566317288606Yes
62%58%61%65%57%69%38%53%71%75%51%62%68%60%61%60%61%

1321351274596601479785661071944944201194394No
38%42%39%35%43%31%62%47%29%25%49%38%32%40%39%40%39%

Number of cars

686072235314953538327065372912773200None
19%19%22%18%24%7%40%17%13%12%32%12%24%26%25%15%20%

1561371295386104961041348711021567291972254211
44%43%39%41%38%53%41%50%46%33%51%42%44%26%38%47%42%

9991994370614048911113318939291551352902
28%29%30%33%31%31%17%23%31%42%15%37%25%26%30%28%29%

283030101717521283544911243949893+
8%9%9%8%8%8%2%10%10%13%2%9%7%22%8%10%9%
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Internet Access

2822412281011541421201422442468342314798369383752At all
80%76%69%78%68%72%51%68%84%93%38%82%96%89%71%79%75%

259218213971441331131272172338139012990335354690At home (net)
74%68%65%75%64%68%48%61%74%88%37%75%84%81%65%74%69%

13211796407870195112614922228240148198345At work (net)
38%37%29%31%35%36%8%25%43%56%1%43%53%36%28%41%35%

142115130617172958510997781955855207179386At home
40%36%39%47%31%37%40%41%37%37%36%38%38%50%40%37%39%

1514134591101812-27105192342At work
4%4%4%3%2%5%*5%6%5%-5%7%4%4%5%4%

11710384377361184110813621957135128175303Both at home and at
33%32%25%28%32%31%8%20%37%51%1%38%46%31%25%36%30%work

992-5-659-368414620Somewhere else
2%3%1%-2%-2%3%3%-1%1%5%3%3%1%2%

69781002872541166546191329671214899247Not at all
20%24%30%22%32%28%49%32%16%7%61%18%4%11%28%21%25%

--1-----1-1---1-1Refused
--*-----1%-1%---*-*
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender

Mid-LibFe-
SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Marital Status

8358682432254035854920555283108102210Single
24%18%21%19%14%13%17%17%29%18%9%11%34%75%21%21%21%

19819618972142127114138140190983629923284299583Married/ co-habiting
56%62%57%56%63%65%48%67%48%72%45%70%64%21%55%62%58%

6461693248437432632496913311876194Widowed/ separated/
18%19%21%25%21%22%32%16%22%9%44%18%2%3%23%16%19%divorced

644*417232310-18614Refused
2%1%1%*2%*3%1%1%1%1%2%-1%2%1%1%

Children

235219240851571601751402031762093068890361333694None aged 18 or under
67%69%73%66%70%82%74%67%70%66%96%59%57%82%70%69%69%

10993844265355665808642006418149137286NET: Yes
31%29%25%33%29%18%24%31%27%32%2%39%41%16%29%28%29%

9784713555274659707831686418131122252NET: Yes any aged 15 or
28%26%21%27%24%14%19%28%24%29%1%32%41%16%25%25%25%under

4738351223112334263815251176060120- Aged under 5
14%12%10%9%10%6%10%16%9%14%*10%33%15%12%13%12%

544837242912273438411934058357140- Aged 5-10
16%15%11%19%13%6%11%16%13%15%1%18%26%5%16%12%14%

343330192592321302417917-445397- Aged 11-15
10%10%9%15%11%5%10%10%10%9%*15%11%-9%11%10%

26132312181014921182582-333062- Aged 16-18
7%4%7%9%8%5%6%4%7%7%1%11%1%-6%6%6%

76713153834122281220Refused
2%2%2%1%2%1%2%1%3%1%2%2%2%2%2%3%2%
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Vote In 2005 General
RegionElectionSocial ClassAgeGender
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

3513193301292261962362082912652175181541105184821000Weighted base (000's)

Grocery shopping status

27023126010417415620215421619117741112549471291762Yes - do half or more
77%73%79%81%77%80%85%74%74%72%82%79%81%44%91%60%76%

7782662350393148737337100295942182225No - do less than half
22%26%20%18%22%20%13%23%25%28%17%19%19%54%8%38%22%

454221353137-25813Refused
1%2%1%2%1%*1%3%1%1%2%1%-2%1%2%1%
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