
 

Clear thinking in a complex world 

 ICM Poll for Sunday Mirror 

Fieldwork dates: 31st October = 1st Nov 2008 

Interview Method: Telephone. Interview Method: Telephone. 

Population effectively sampled: All adults aged 18+ in GB Population effectively sampled: All adults aged 18+ in GB 

Sampling Method: Within Great Britain, a random sample of telephone numbers 
was drawn from the entire BT database of domestic telephone numbers. Each 
number so selected had its last digit randomised so as to provide a sample including 
both listed and unlisted numbers.  

Sampling Method: Within Great Britain, a random sample of telephone numbers 
was drawn from the entire BT database of domestic telephone numbers. Each 
number so selected had its last digit randomised so as to provide a sample including 
both listed and unlisted numbers.  

Sample size: 503 adults aged 18+  Sample size: 503 adults aged 18+  

Data weighting: Data were weighted to the profile of all adults aged 18+ (including 
non telephone owning households). Data were weighted by sex, age, social class, 
household tenure, work status, number of cars in the household and whether or not 
respondent has taken a foreign holiday in the last 3 years. Targets for the weighted 
data were derived from the National Readership survey, a random probability survey 
comprising 34,000 random face-to-face interviews conducted annually.  
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Questions: The computer tables attached in PDF format show each question, in full, 
in the order they were put to respondents, all response codes and the weighted and 
un-weighted bases for all demographics and other data including but not limited that 
published .  
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Further enquiries: nick.sparrow@icmresearch.co.uk Further enquiries: nick.sparrow@icmresearch.co.uk 
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

457212513013113897127141109971041115329294209503Unweighted base

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

254760737653498990603945615325137145282Safer
57%66%49%55%58%44%47%61%69%57%52%54%61%66%41%52%60%56%

1031315131719126108912710342155More dangerous
24%5%11%11%10%14%18%8%5%9%10%11%12%9%17%13%9%11%

62241617121321177111414711293564No different
12%3%19%12%13%10%13%15%13%7%15%17%14%9%18%11%14%13%

319272826382323182817161313146141102Don't know
7%26%22%21%20%32%22%16%14%27%23%19%13%16%24%23%17%20%
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Presidential Elections
CATI Fieldwork : October 31st - November 1st 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 I would like to ask you a few questions about the two presidential candidates in the presidential elections in the United States, John McCain
and Barrack Obama. Based on what you know of the candidates: Do you think the world will be a safer place or a more dangerous place if
Barrack Obama wins the US presidential election?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

457212513013113897127141109971041115329294209503Unweighted base

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

188263935283733282813172619225967126Safer
41%12%21%29%26%23%35%23%21%27%18%20%26%24%37%22%28%25%

1935364350332557673332343434149091181More dangerous
43%49%29%33%38%27%23%39%51%31%43%41%35%42%24%35%38%36%

4624191819923201311142095413171No different
9%9%19%14%14%16%8%16%15%12%14%17%20%11%9%16%13%14%

321393229403532163119191918187252124Don't know
7%30%31%24%22%33%33%22%12%30%25%23%19%23%31%28%22%25%
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Presidential Elections
CATI Fieldwork : October 31st - November 1st 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.2 And if John McCain wins the US presidential election, do you think the world will be a safer place or a more dangerous place?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

457212513013113897127141109971041115329294209503Unweighted base

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

11616212323242291571415820374178John McCain
26%8%13%16%18%19%23%15%7%14%9%16%15%10%33%14%17%15%

2952748594696310498705150705834173161334Barrack Obama
66%73%59%65%71%58%60%71%75%67%69%60%71%72%57%66%67%66%

3133425152819202420172115146514091Don't know
8%19%28%19%11%23%18%14%18%19%22%24%15%17%10%20%17%18%

Page 3

Presidential Elections
CATI Fieldwork : October 31st - November 1st 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 If you had a vote in the United States Presidential election, based on what you know about the two candidates do you think you would vote for
John McCain or Barrack Obama?
Base: All respondents

Prepared for the Sunday Mirror by ICM Research



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

457212513013113897127141109971041115329294209503Unweighted base

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

18245153544946565030312839353712179200Within 10 years
42%34%41%40%41%41%43%38%38%29%41%33%39%44%62%46%33%40%

1417323733282437453517312415116668133Within 25 years
32%24%26%28%25%23%22%25%34%34%22%37%24%19%18%25%28%26%

5979135101216667816-152843Within 50 years
11%13%6%7%10%4%10%8%12%5%8%8%8%21%-6%12%9%

1911131917916121898126-262853Not in your lifetime
3%13%9%10%14%14%8%11%9%17%12%10%12%7%-10%11%11%

512241914211825915121017712343973Never
12%17%19%14%10%17%17%17%7%15%16%12%17%9%20%13%16%15%
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Presidential Elections
CATI Fieldwork : October 31st - November 1st 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.4 When do you think Britain will have its first black Prime Minister?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

457212513013113897127141109971041115329294209503Unweighted base

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Gender

213260666346576772593842394221-242242Male
48%46%48%50%48%38%54%46%55%56%51%50%40%53%35%-100%48%

233965666975487959463643603839261-261Female
52%54%52%50%52%62%46%54%45%44%49%50%60%47%65%100%-52%

Age

58725151117284-----6039216018-24              (21)
11%11%6%19%11%9%16%19%3%-----100%15%9%12%

7122819157112042----80-38428025-34            (29.5)
15%16%22%14%11%6%10%13%32%----100%-14%17%16%

7828223414233033---100--603910035-44            (39.5)
16%12%23%17%26%11%22%20%26%---100%--23%16%20%

91318232221172819--85---43428545-54            (49.5)
20%18%14%17%17%17%16%19%15%--100%---16%17%17%

71617171814242215-75----36387555-64            (59.5)
15%23%13%13%14%12%23%15%11%-100%----14%16%15%

101427272754151817105-----465910565+                (70)
23%20%21%20%21%45%14%13%13%100%-----17%24%21%

47.9048.2246.8744.9847.1154.9146.0443.3343.4970.0059.5049.5039.5029.5021.0045.0648.5146.72Average age
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Presidential Elections
CATI Fieldwork : October 31st - November 1st 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Classification
Base: All respondents
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Social Class

1212362743---131171519334245972131AB
27%17%29%21%33%---100%16%20%23%34%53%6%23%30%26%

1228193947--146-1822283020287967146C1
28%40%15%30%36%--100%-17%29%33%30%25%47%30%28%29%

1010313322-106--1524172311174857106C2
23%14%25%25%17%-100%--15%32%20%23%13%28%18%24%21%

1021393319121---541421147117546121DE
22%30%31%25%14%100%---52%19%25%14%9%18%29%19%24%

Region

44-124--484131483723273534128881169North
100%-100%--40%39%21%37%35%31%32%35%43%20%34%33%33%

-26-132-403749323223312421277880158Midlands
-37%-100%-33%35%34%24%30%31%36%24%26%46%30%33%31%

-45--132322866513628274024209581177South
-63%--100%27%26%45%39%35%37%32%41%31%34%36%34%35%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Working status

1824575869244470887325264601286141226Full-time
42%34%46%44%53%20%42%48%67%7%42%61%64%76%20%33%58%45%

109141710122118936720617491160Part-time
22%13%11%13%8%10%20%12%7%3%9%9%21%7%29%19%5%12%

15789106113-17651124630Not working but seeking
3%7%6%6%6%9%6%7%2%-2%8%6%6%18%9%3%6%work or temporarily

unemployed/sick

3313829757-41176125329Not working/not seeking
6%5%10%6%2%8%7%3%6%-5%13%7%7%2%10%1%6%work

11213129316220231992284---5964123Retired
24%30%25%22%24%51%19%16%15%88%37%5%---23%27%25%

-4189-714----1218101121Student
-6%1%6%7%-7%10%----1%2%31%4%5%4%

241423-5434411-9413Refused
4%6%1%3%1%3%-4%3%3%5%5%1%1%-3%2%3%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Tenure

1225405038492944437535231210106995164Own outright
26%35%32%38%29%41%28%30%33%71%47%28%12%12%16%26%40%33%

1729485447184366688233958482010589194Own with a mortgage
38%41%38%41%35%15%41%45%52%7%30%46%58%60%33%40%37%39%

871517183517941612131228422365Council
18%10%12%13%14%29%16%6%3%16%16%15%13%3%14%16%9%13%

2141735424123-410414Housing Assoc.
4%1%3%1%6%3%4%3%2%4%2%3%3%-7%4%2%3%

4912102012102110134121717312354Rented from someone
8%13%10%7%15%10%10%15%8%1%4%5%12%21%29%12%10%11%else

1-3-11211--221-224Rent free
1%-2%-*1%1%1%*--2%2%1%-1%1%1%

2-3122-131*1121257Refused
3%-2%*1%2%-1%2%1%*2%1%2%2%1%2%1%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Foreign Holiday in last 3 years

274573788050589995534344646435162140302Yes
60%63%59%59%60%41%55%68%73%51%57%51%64%80%59%62%58%60%

18265154527147473652324136162599102201No
40%37%41%41%40%59%45%32%27%49%43%49%36%20%41%38%42%40%

Number of cars

121523203542192915311491618176441105None
27%21%19%15%26%34%18%20%11%30%19%10%16%22%29%25%17%21%

172852565755425755543342392516111982091
39%39%42%42%43%45%40%39%42%52%44%49%40%31%26%43%41%42%

11223646292126544315252138301569751442
26%31%29%35%22%18%25%37%33%15%33%25%38%38%25%27%31%29%

4614912318618431367121728453+
9%9%11%7%9%2%17%4%13%4%4%16%6%8%20%6%12%9%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Internet Access

3554911071086782125121455074917560203193396At all
79%76%73%82%82%55%78%86%93%43%67%88%92%94%100%78%80%79%

3250821051036377118114444765877060189183372At home (net)
73%71%66%79%78%52%73%81%87%42%63%77%87%88%100%72%76%74%

112243535712286779719375555148799186At work (net)
24%32%35%40%43%10%26%46%61%6%25%43%55%68%24%33%41%37%

22314554495351574137303335214611191202At home
50%44%37%41%37%44%49%39%31%35%40%39%35%26%76%42%37%40%

136232265-2535-8715At work
1%5%5%2%2%2%2%4%4%-3%6%3%6%-3%3%3%

101937515510266174717325249147892171Both at home and at
23%27%29%38%41%9%24%42%56%6%22%37%52%62%24%30%38%34%work

2-31223111241--538Somewhere else
5%-2%*2%2%3%1%1%1%2%5%1%--2%1%2%

9163324245423201059241085-5849106Not at all
21%23%27%18%18%45%22%14%7%56%33%12%8%6%-22%20%21%

-1-----1-1-----1-1Refused
-1%-----1%-1%-----*-*
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

What is the highest educational level that you have achieved to date?

23415659557058723443374547223914391234Secondary/ high school/
52%58%45%45%42%58%55%49%26%41%50%53%47%28%66%55%38%47%NVQ 1-3

1113414039131949631813253337186677144University degree or
25%19%33%30%30%10%18%34%48%18%18%30%33%46%29%25%32%29%equivalent professional

qualification/ NVQ4

4589252912287451520-203050Higher university
8%6%6%7%19%1%8%8%21%6%6%6%15%25%-8%12%10%degree/ Doctorate/ MBA/

NVQ 5 or equivalent

581714112918633013741-203555No formal education
11%11%14%11%8%24%17%4%2%29%17%8%4%1%-8%14%11%

--1315---2----3235None of these
--1%2%*4%---2%----5%1%1%1%

2417132734831--9615Refused
4%6%1%6%1%3%2%5%2%4%10%4%1%--3%3%3%

Page 11

Presidential Elections
CATI Fieldwork : October 31st - November 1st 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Classification
Base: All respondents

Prepared for the Sunday Mirror by ICM Research



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Marital Status

10182327512221513559142831427455129Single
22%25%18%21%39%18%20%35%26%4%12%16%28%40%71%28%23%26%

233776805959716778624048614718125150275Married/ co-habiting
51%53%61%61%45%49%67%46%59%59%53%57%61%59%29%48%62%55%

91125202135122316352218101-572986Widowed/ separated/
20%16%20%15%16%29%12%16%12%34%29%22%10%2%-22%12%17%divorced

34-5142533541--6713Refused
7%6%-4%1%3%2%3%2%3%6%5%1%--2%3%3%

Children

2948778597817210379996650284646172164336None aged 18 or under
66%68%62%64%73%67%69%71%60%95%88%59%28%58%77%66%68%67%

14184643313631374835316831148171152NET: Yes
31%26%37%32%24%30%29%26%37%3%6%37%69%39%23%31%30%30%

1394039282826294722245930146762130NET: Yes any aged 15 or
28%13%32%30%22%23%24%20%36%2%2%28%59%38%23%26%26%26%under

7421231014111525--4222514333265- Aged under 5
16%6%17%17%7%12%10%10%19%--5%22%31%23%13%13%13%

43171612131012182*93210-312253- Aged 5-10
9%4%14%12%9%10%9%8%14%2%1%11%32%12%-12%9%10%

43161213913918-118281-262248- Aged 11-15
9%4%13%9%10%7%12%6%13%-1%21%28%2%-10%9%10%

71111871381381314241-251943- Aged 16-18
15%15%9%6%5%11%8%9%6%1%4%17%24%2%-9%8%9%

24144335434432-9615Refused
4%6%1%3%3%3%2%4%3%3%5%5%3%2%-4%3%3%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

447112413213212110614613110575851008060261242503Weighted base

Grocery shopping status

334910110310110075108105815569886629232155388Yes - do half or more
74%69%82%78%77%83%71%74%80%77%73%82%88%83%49%89%64%77%

1020232731193136242218141114312783110No - do less than half
23%28%18%20%23%16%29%25%18%21%25%16%11%17%51%10%35%22%

22-2-2-222221--336Refused
4%3%-1%-2%-1%1%2%2%2%1%--1%1%1%
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