
 

ICM Poll for News of the World 

 

Fieldwork dates: 16-18th July, 2008  

Interview Method: On-line 

Population effectively sampled: 16-24 year olds  

Sampling Method: Sample of 16-24’s selected at random from the NewVistatm 
panel of 105,000 adults representative of the population within each government 
office region.  Panel members are recruited via ICM’s telephone and face to face 
surveys and via online recruitment and give detailed demographic and consumption 
data.     

Sample size: 505 

Data weighting: Data were weighted to the profile of all GB 16-24’s.   Data were 
weighted by sex, age, social class. Targets for the weighted data were derived from 
the National Readership survey, a random probability survey comprising 34,000 
random face-to-face interviews conducted annually.  

Questions: The computer tables attached in PDF format show each question, in full, 
in the order they were put to respondents, all response codes and the weighted and 
un-weighted bases for all demographics and other data including but not limited that 
published .  

Further enquiries: martin.boon@icmresearch.co.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:martin.boon@icmresearch.co.uk


RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

40671161231211448513199564117520454134207260237231467Yes, they should
91%94%93%93%91%94%95%88%95%91%93%96%90%93%95%93%92%94%91%93%

335896410512631924820111728No, they should not
6%4%4%6%7%4%5%7%5%2%6%4%8%3%3%3%7%4%7%5%

113133-7-46-533735510Don't know
3%2%3%1%2%2%-5%-7%1%-2%4%2%3%1%2%2%2%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 I would like you to think about the issue of knife crime. Do you think that the police should or should not be able to
stop and search young people if they think that knives are being carried?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

43641191281231468814392624157221751137209269241236477NET: Any of these
97%90%95%96%93%95%98%96%89%100%94%93%95%88%97%94%95%96%93%94%

39641141271181458313492574067121151130204259238225463Clubs
88%89%92%96%90%95%93%91%89%92%92%91%93%88%92%92%92%94%89%92%

31479693911127210366533066614443106169189191168359Schools
69%67%77%70%69%73%81%69%63%85%69%85%63%75%75%76%67%76%66%71%

255081908210967856551279631344291151179182147329Pubs
57%70%65%68%62%71%75%57%62%82%63%81%59%72%65%68%63%72%58%65%

1765971512-28611751314111728None of these
3%10%5%4%7%5%2%4%11%-6%7%5%12%3%6%5%4%7%6%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Q.2 Which, if any, of the following places do you think should have metal detectors to search for knives?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

4154951101071266712585423666018743117182225210198408From home
93%75%76%83%81%82%75%84%82%68%83%77%82%75%83%82%80%83%78%81%

314382858610058976746281521484484150177182146327From friends
71%60%66%65%65%65%65%66%64%75%63%66%65%76%59%68%63%72%58%65%

31397578828259946540266491344678136171162145306They get them from
71%54%61%59%62%53%66%64%63%65%60%62%59%79%55%61%60%64%57%61%people on the streets

28396985788853866733267421293197148152152148300They buy them in shops
64%55%55%65%59%58%59%58%64%54%60%54%57%54%69%66%54%60%58%59%

23277481809054775832254471234174132154162124286They steal them from
52%39%59%61%61%59%61%52%56%52%57%60%54%71%52%59%54%64%49%57%shops or somewhere else

12255457606233664628181358929569111812287209From someone at school
28%36%43%43%45%40%37%45%44%45%41%45%39%50%39%41%42%48%35%41%

481514231516211046012329122540263864Other
9%11%12%11%18%10%18%14%10%7%14%15%14%16%8%11%14%10%15%13%

-53259-5*1135712787714Don't know
-7%2%1%4%6%-3%*2%3%6%3%2%1%3%3%3%3%3%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 3
Q.3 Where do you think teenagers get knives from?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

24336057677043784931209411002474111129119122240Yes
53%46%48%43%51%45%48%52%47%50%47%53%44%42%53%50%46%47%48%48%

14274257395231444419161218126517410579100180No
32%39%33%43%30%34%35%30%42%30%36%27%36%45%36%33%37%31%40%36%

71123192632152711127316467163748543185Don't know
16%16%18%14%19%21%17%18%11%20%16%20%20%12%11%16%17%22%12%17%

Page 4

Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 4
Q.4 Do you fear that you yourself could be at risk from knife crime?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

2269376531213766121061522Yes
4%2%5%7%2%5%7%4%3%1%5%3%3%11%4%5%4%2%6%4%

426911812312814783141100614197522051134207273245235480No
95%97%95%93%97%95%93%95%96%98%95%96%97%89%95%93%96%97%93%95%

11*-1--21*3*1-13-123Prefer not to say
1%1%*-1%--1%1%1%1%1%1%-1%1%-*1%1%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 5
Q.5 Have you personally ever carried a knife for protection when you are out and about?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

173144515856385449211802710119557013197104202NET: Yes
39%43%35%39%44%37%43%36%47%35%41%35%44%32%39%32%46%38%41%40%

141629333533203635141141960153344846958127NET: Know someone
33%22%24%25%27%22%22%24%33%22%26%24%26%27%23%20%30%27%23%25%

111920303732203230131041356113742754869117NET: Seen someone
24%26%16%23%28%21%22%21%29%21%24%16%25%19%26%19%27%19%27%23%

7122421212518221987615458182856493584Yes - know someone
15%17%19%16%16%16%20%15%18%14%17%19%20%13%12%13%20%19%14%17%

315151923231817148668413212747284674Yes - seen someone
6%21%12%14%17%15%20%12%13%13%15%11%18%6%15%12%17%11%18%15%

83612149214165384158151528202343Yes - both know and
17%5%4%9%11%6%2%10%15%8%9%5%7%14%11%7%10%8%9%8%seen someone

27407980699350925539255501203986149146153142295No
61%56%64%60%52%60%56%62%53%64%58%64%53%68%61%67%52%60%56%58%

-1116413*1817-*36369Don't know
-1%1%1%4%3%1%2%*2%2%1%3%-*1%2%1%2%2%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 6
Q.6 Do you know anyone else who has carried or carries a knife, or have you seen someone who has carried one?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

5416112116816157509195242928193857NET: Yes
11%6%13%9%16%10%9%11%14%12%11%12%8%8%17%13%10%7%15%11%

5416111916816147499194232827173856NET: Threatened
11%6%13%9%15%10%9%11%13%11%11%12%8%7%17%13%10%7%15%11%

-1--32-1113--1331134NET: Attacked
-2%--2%1%-1%1%1%1%--1%2%2%**1%1%

5316111814815147469194202527173553Yes - threatened
11%5%13%9%13%9%9%10%13%11%10%12%8%7%14%11%10%7%14%10%

----1---111--11111-1Yes - attacked
----1%---1%1%*--1%****-*

-1--22-1--3---33--33Yes - both threatened
-2%--1%1%-1%--1%---2%1%--1%1%and attacked in

separate incidents

38671091211121378113389543926820953117192255234213447No
86%94%87%91%84%89%91%89%86%88%88%87%92%92%83%86%90%93%84%88%

1----1----11---1--11Don't know
3%----1%----*2%---1%--1%*
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 7
Q.7 Have you personally ever been threatened or attacked with a knife?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

561612261061926105510175334619254065Unweighted base

5416112116816157509195242928193857Weighted base

4414101714713125447175192523133648Male
74%89%89%84%83%91%88%79%79%64%88%74%91%100%81%86%83%67%93%85%

1*22411333622-545639Female
26%11%11%16%17%9%12%21%21%36%12%26%9%-19%14%17%33%7%15%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.8 Thinking about the last incident you were involved in, was the person who threatened or attacked you...?
Base: All respondents who have either been threatened or attacked
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

561612261061926105510175334619254065Unweighted base

5416112116816157509195242928193857Weighted base

--*21-2*--41-3-*3*34Under 13
--3%21%5%-30%3%--8%12%-59%-2%13%3%9%7%

-111321-114-2125-23514-15
-14%4%5%15%15%8%-8%8%8%-12%12%7%16%-10%8%8%

2*429533541427-87116111716-17
30%11%26%21%43%33%42%21%35%49%28%26%37%-33%24%38%33%29%31%

114323133*10171247381018-19
15%18%23%29%8%19%8%19%24%5%20%7%35%16%9%13%23%14%20%18%

2-3122-32163*133543820-21
39%-19%5%10%14%-19%11%18%13%37%2%14%14%9%18%23%9%13%

-1*----1*-2---22--2222-24
-25%3%----7%3%-3%---6%5%--4%3%

1131*1142-722-46125725+
15%33%21%13%2%8%12%23%11%-15%18%8%-18%21%4%13%13%13%

---132-1113-1-331134Don't know
---8%15%11%-7%8%20%5%-6%-12%10%4%4%9%7%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.9 About how old was the person who threatened or attacked you?
Base: All respondents who have either been threatened or attacked
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

223549475561386145231862892206883126104104209NET: Yes
50%48%40%36%41%40%42%41%44%37%42%37%40%35%48%37%44%41%41%41%

2131404549553552401617023841861751119096186NET: Know someone
47%43%32%34%37%36%39%35%39%26%38%29%37%30%43%34%39%36%38%37%

551851110715109348133201627232144NET: Seen someone
10%7%14%4%9%6%8%10%10%15%8%11%6%5%14%7%10%9%8%9%

182932434351304635131512079184866998184165Yes - know someone
40%41%26%32%33%33%34%31%34%22%34%26%35%30%34%30%35%32%33%33%threatened or attacked

149366395716683781514923Yes - seen someone
3%6%7%2%4%4%3%6%5%12%4%7%3%5%5%3%5%6%4%5%threatened or attacked

31826456621825-1391291221Yes - know and seen
7%2%7%1%4%3%6%4%5%4%4%3%2%-9%4%4%4%5%4%people threatened or

attacked in separate
incidents

22357583749249825935253491303772136153148141289No
50%49%60%62%56%60%55%55%56%57%57%63%57%63%51%61%54%58%56%57%

-2-24-26-34-61134178Don't know
-3%-2%3%-2%4%-6%1%-3%2%1%1%2%*3%2%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 10
Q.10 Do you know anyone else, or have you seen someone else who has been threatened or attacked with a knife?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

18276266646942714926211371092765103134128109238Because they are part
41%38%50%50%49%45%47%48%47%42%48%47%48%47%46%46%48%51%43%47%of a gang and everyone

else does

122234313943204525171202369172952866176138For protection
27%31%27%23%30%28%23%30%24%28%27%30%30%29%20%23%30%24%30%27%

131819261631192319137910418334546464591To threaten someone
29%25%15%19%12%20%21%15%18%20%18%13%18%13%23%20%16%18%18%18%

-179105778521186131313101627To rob someone
-2%5%7%7%4%7%5%7%8%5%1%3%10%9%6%5%4%6%5%

----3-1-11211-121123Other
----2%-1%-1%1%*1%1%-1%1%**1%*

1431*5-32-971*173649Don't know
3%5%2%1%*3%-2%2%-2%9%1%1%1%3%1%2%1%2%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 11
Q.11 Which one of the following do you think is the main reason why some young people carry a knife?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

1833503746614243372416034772153811049986185Police and the courts
41%47%40%28%35%40%47%29%35%40%36%43%34%37%37%37%37%39%34%37%

91841444241235234211332469223870836687153Parents
20%25%33%33%32%27%26%35%33%34%30%31%30%38%27%31%30%26%35%30%

151724363639193929111161069123753756760128Friends
35%24%19%27%27%25%21%26%28%18%26%13%30%20%26%24%26%27%24%25%

--3113-2*1431-114*55Teachers
--2%1%1%2%-1%*2%1%4%1%-1%*1%*2%1%

--1-1--1111-2--112-2Social services
--1%-1%--1%1%2%*-1%--**1%-*

-221411521822-636559Other
-3%1%1%3%*1%3%2%2%2%2%1%-4%1%2%2%2%2%

21413295622214937131013923Don't know
5%2%3%10%2%6%5%4%2%3%5%6%4%5%5%6%3%5%4%4%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 12
Q.12 Who do you think are best placed to stop teenagers carrying knives in public?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

27507079899957926437278411393699141174138176315A prison sentence
60%71%56%60%67%65%64%62%61%59%63%52%61%63%70%64%61%55%70%62%

31021241924142315769163114153541492676Visiting knife victims
8%13%16%18%14%15%15%15%14%11%16%21%13%24%11%16%15%20%10%15%in hospital

710192117191225149649397193341462874Government spending
15%14%15%16%13%12%14%17%13%15%15%11%17%13%13%15%15%18%11%15%more money on out of

school activities and
youth centres

4185510266717714*3619111424Community service
10%2%7%4%4%6%3%4%6%11%4%9%6%1%2%3%7%4%6%5%

1-213-2131622-333157Other
2%-1%1%2%-2%1%3%1%1%2%1%-2%2%1%*2%1%

2-52-32231834-245729Don't know
5%-4%1%-2%2%1%2%1%2%4%2%-2%2%2%3%1%2%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 13
Q.13 Which one of the following do you think would most deter young people from carrying knives?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

365310198891136910981353425816844106160217193184377Too soft
80%74%81%74%67%74%78%73%78%56%77%75%74%76%75%72%77%77%73%75%

41415273629123020197715468274452445296About right
9%20%12%20%27%19%14%20%19%31%17%19%20%14%19%20%19%17%21%19%

--1*1-11111-1-1112*2Too harsh
--**1%-1%1%1%1%*-*-1%1%*1%**

5477611783723413661713131630Don't know
11%6%6%5%5%7%8%6%3%11%5%5%6%10%4%8%5%5%6%6%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 14
Q.14 At present, there is a maximum sentence of 4 years plus a fine of up to £5000 for carrying a knife, but there is no automatic
minimum prison sentence. This means that some people who are prosecuted for carrying a knife will face a fine but might not go to jail.
Do you think that the current sentencing guidelines are...?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

3141999594119599978393226115442103153207187174360Good idea
70%57%79%72%71%77%66%67%75%63%73%78%68%73%73%69%73%74%69%71%

9231525282317362017827558284357366399Bad idea
21%32%12%19%21%15%19%24%19%27%19%10%24%15%20%19%20%14%25%20%

4811131012131466399187102719301645Don't know
9%11%9%10%8%8%14%9%6%10%9%12%8%12%7%12%7%12%6%9%
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Young People's Knife Crime Survey
Fieldwork : July 16th-17th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 15
Q.15 Some people say that there should be an automatic minimum 2 year prison sentence for someone caught carrying a knife in public
for non-legal reasons. Do you think this would be a good idea or a bad idea?
Base: All respondents
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RegionSEGEthnicityWork StatusAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-SouthNon-Stu-PartFull
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1ABWhiteWhiteOtherdenttimetime21-2416-20FemaleMaleTotal

47571381191449875164157634417918855183332173291214505Unweighted base

447112513213215389149104624437822858141222283253252505Weighted base

14345346537437493632167446133621019911288200Yes, they should
31%47%43%35%40%48%42%33%35%52%38%57%27%56%44%45%35%44%35%40%

26336277716645866522247251511874101168117152269No, they should not
58%46%50%58%54%43%50%58%62%35%56%32%66%32%53%45%59%46%60%53%

55998137133829916752116241236Don't know
11%7%8%7%6%9%8%9%3%13%6%11%7%12%4%9%6%9%5%7%

Page 16

Young People's Knife Crime Survey
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 16
Q.16 Do you think that young people under the age of 18 should or should not be made to abide by a night-time 9pm curfew?
This means they would have to be indoors by this time until the next morning.
Base: All respondents
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