
Clear thinking in a complex world 

 

ICM Poll for The Guardian 

Fieldwork dates: 9-10th July 2008 

Interview Method: Telephone, unless otherwise stated. 

Population effectively sampled: All adults aged 18+ in Great Britain 

Sampling Method: Within each government office region a random sample of 
telephone numbers was drawn from the entire BT database of domestic telephone 
numbers. Each number so selected had its last digit randomised so as to provide a 
sample including both listed and unlisted numbers.  

Sample size: 1,009 adults aged 18+  

Data weighting: Data were weighted to the profile of all adults aged 18+ (including 
non telephone owning households). Data were weighted by sex, age, social class, 
household tenure, work status, number of cars in the household and whether or not 
respondent has taken a foreign holiday in the last 3 years. Targets for the weighted 
data were derived from the National Readership survey, a random probability survey 
comprising 34,000 random face-to-face interviews conducted annually.  

Questions: The computer tables attached in PDF format show each question, in full, 
in the order they were put to respondents, all response codes and the weighted and 
un-weighted bases for all demographics and other data including but not limited that 
published .  

Further enquiries: martin.boon@icmresearch.co.uk 
 

mailto:martin.boon@icmresearch.co.uk


RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

90143244269263310171233295269223169157131605794301009Unweighted base

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

486714214513310210717015510979921048764261274535Barack Obama - Democrat
54%47%57%55%50%42%51%58%59%52%53%54%52%54%53%50%57%53%

1211242637332527263217121515194268110John McCain- Republican
14%8%10%10%14%13%12%9%10%15%12%7%7%9%16%8%14%11%

2864849494107809581695466815837222143364Don't know
32%45%34%35%36%44%38%33%31%33%36%39%41%36%31%42%29%36%
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US Elections
CATI Fieldwork : July 9th-10th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q1. You may have seen or heard that John McCain and Barack Obama are set to be the candidates in the American Presidential elections which will take
place in November. As far as you are aware, which one of them do you think would make the better President of the United States?
Base: All respondents

Prepared on behalf of the Guardian by ICM Research



RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

90143244269263310171233295269223169157131605794301009Unweighted base

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Gender

3468123118143951111571229975681166561-484484Male
38%47%49%44%54%39%52%54%46%47%50%40%58%41%51%-100%48%

557512714712214710113614111075102849559525-525Female
62%53%51%56%46%61%48%46%54%53%50%60%42%59%49%100%-52%

Age

91142213718284429-----120596112018-24              (21)
10%8%17%8%14%8%13%15%11%-----100%11%13%12%

161835514030265746----160-956516025-34            (29.5)
18%13%14%19%15%12%12%20%18%----100%-18%13%16%

162944545729596251---200--8411620035-44            (39.5)
18%21%17%21%21%12%28%21%19%---100%--16%24%20%

181737494830434947--170---1026817045-54            (49.5)
20%12%15%19%18%12%20%17%18%--100%---19%14%17%

142540413040363341-150----757515055-64            (59.5)
16%18%16%15%11%17%17%11%15%-100%----14%16%15%

164151485395194748210-----1109921065+                (70)
18%29%21%18%20%39%9%16%18%100%-----21%21%21%

46.4150.4045.9746.6045.6453.3943.9643.6746.1770.0059.5049.5039.5029.5021.0046.8246.6046.71Average age
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US Elections
CATI Fieldwork : July 9th-10th 2008

Absolutes/col percents
Table 2
Classification
Base: All respondents
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Social Class

1530627581---262484147514629141122262AB
17%21%25%29%30%---100%23%27%28%25%29%25%27%25%26%

2641757081--293-473349625744136157293C1
29%29%30%27%30%--100%-23%22%29%31%36%36%26%32%29%

1935526442-212--193643592628101111212C2
22%25%21%24%16%-100%--9%24%26%29%17%24%19%23%21%

2936615561242---95403029301814795242DE
32%25%24%21%23%100%---45%27%18%14%19%15%28%20%24%

Region

89-249--907110077675455605151181157338North
100%-100%--37%34%34%29%32%36%32%30%32%43%35%32%34%

-52-264-67798883625057665626175142317Midlands
-37%-100%-28%37%30%32%29%33%34%33%35%22%33%29%31%

-90--2648662104103814657755342169186354South
-63%--100%35%29%36%39%39%31%34%37%33%35%32%38%35%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Working status

3965116123110571081551356631131399340167288454Full-time
44%46%47%47%42%23%51%53%52%3%42%67%70%58%33%32%59%45%

111928303312403732917263223149328121Part-time
12%13%11%11%13%5%19%13%12%4%11%16%16%14%11%18%6%12%

4315913141010103697109251944Not working but seeking
4%2%6%3%5%6%5%3%4%1%4%5%3%6%8%5%4%4%work or temporarily

unemployed/sick

74142621301213181121419225571572Not working/not seeking
8%3%6%10%8%12%6%4%7%*8%8%10%14%4%11%3%7%work

1848646259120255056191516-12145106251Retired
21%34%26%23%22%50%12%17%21%91%34%4%-1%2%28%22%25%

931312268162812--12950352862Student
10%2%5%5%10%3%7%9%4%--*1%6%42%7%6%6%

1--2231-1-1--3-314Refused
1%--1%1%1%1%-*-1%--2%-1%**
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Tenure

2659848477887376921518043211420179150329Own outright
29%42%34%32%29%36%35%26%35%72%54%25%11%9%16%34%31%33%

31499110910946811441191543781148160194196390Own with a mortgage
35%34%37%41%41%19%38%49%45%7%29%46%57%51%50%37%40%39%

1912403028682918142514252721187258130Council
22%8%16%11%11%28%14%6%5%12%9%15%13%13%15%14%12%13%

3412117187959158105281038Housing Assoc.
4%3%5%4%3%7%3%3%2%4%1%3%4%6%5%5%2%4%

611152331131733223513212915345185Rented from someone
7%7%6%9%12%5%8%11%8%1%3%8%10%18%12%6%11%8%else

-12121122222-1-246Rent free
-*1%*1%**1%1%1%1%1%-1%-*1%1%

375610841097531042161531Refused
3%5%2%2%4%3%2%3%4%3%4%2%5%2%1%3%3%3%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Foreign Holiday in last 3 years

47761561631631021122031891019210813210369313293605Yes
53%54%63%62%62%42%53%70%72%48%62%64%66%64%57%60%60%60%

42669310110114010089741095862685751212192404No
47%46%37%38%38%58%47%30%28%52%38%36%34%36%43%40%40%40%

Number of cars

272654426010241501775222434272912485210None
31%18%22%16%23%42%19%17%6%36%14%14%17%17%24%24%18%21%

36659711610795891281089859677477452211994201
40%46%39%44%40%39%42%44%41%47%39%39%37%48%38%42%41%42%

20357785733663861053153558247221391502902
22%24%31%32%28%15%30%29%40%15%35%32%41%29%18%27%31%29%

61721212492029336162599244050903+
7%12%9%8%9%4%9%10%13%3%11%14%5%6%20%8%10%9%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Internet Access

63971812021991181542452257897140177144106371370742At all
71%68%73%76%75%49%73%84%86%37%65%82%89%90%88%71%76%74%

6089172188181110133232217738913416413399354338691At home (net)
68%63%69%71%69%46%63%79%83%35%59%79%82%83%82%67%70%69%

2839698887245411711663263957837142169311At work (net)
32%27%28%33%33%10%26%40%44%3%21%37%47%49%31%27%35%31%

35581111091038895123108706476786265226189415At home
39%41%44%41%39%36%45%42%41%33%43%45%39%39%54%43%39%41%

27799217972761073142135At work
3%5%3%3%3%1%8%3%3%1%5%3%5%4%3%3%4%3%

2632617978223710910832558857134128148276Both at home and at
29%22%25%30%30%9%18%37%41%2%17%34%43%44%28%24%31%27%work

1-258644121144441216Somewhere else
1%-1%2%3%2%2%2%1%1%1%*2%2%4%1%2%2%

20416760631205243351305029171311144107250Not at all
23%29%27%23%24%50%24%15%13%62%34%17%8%8%9%27%22%25%

5422346521316339817Refused
6%3%1%1%1%2%3%2%1%1%2%1%3%2%2%2%2%2%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

What is the highest educational level that you have achieved to date?

488014613112215313513710110784871007079294231526Secondary/ high school/
54%56%58%50%46%63%63%47%38%51%56%51%50%43%66%56%48%52%NVQ 1-3

2230596682253892103402740556234123135258University degree or
24%21%24%25%31%10%18%31%39%19%18%24%28%39%29%23%28%26%equivalent professional

qualification/ NVQ4

115122331813042991722186344781Higher university
12%4%5%9%12%3%1%10%16%4%6%10%11%11%5%6%10%8%degree/ Doctorate/ MBA/

NVQ 5 or equivalent

71928362347312412462420158-5855113No formal education
7%14%11%14%9%19%14%8%4%22%16%12%7%5%-11%11%11%

1114233313322--639None of these
1%1%*1%1%1%1%1%*1%2%1%1%--1%1%1%

27545557464462-91321Refused
2%5%2%1%2%2%2%2%2%3%2%2%3%1%-2%3%2%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Marital Status

223750556751507851191418375488101129230Single
25%26%20%21%25%21%24%27%19%9%9%10%18%34%74%19%27%23%

47711431541479912616317498971191309225290272562Married/ co-habiting
53%50%58%58%56%41%59%56%66%47%64%70%65%58%21%55%56%56%

183251524085324134903629267412271192Widowed/ separated/
20%22%21%19%15%35%15%14%13%43%24%17%13%5%3%23%15%19%divorced

34541074104234762121325Refused
3%2%2%1%4%3%2%3%1%1%2%2%4%4%2%2%3%2%

Children

62113173172177185134194184207141109647997352345697None aged 18 or under
69%80%69%65%67%77%63%66%70%99%94%64%32%50%81%67%71%69%

26267289775373917415581277722164126290NET: Yes
29%18%29%34%29%22%34%31%28%*3%34%64%48%19%31%26%29%

21246283704764836613401207720152108261NET: Yes any aged 15 or
24%17%25%31%26%20%30%28%25%*2%24%60%48%17%29%22%26%under

105323435252641251-73854166848116- Aged under 5
11%4%13%13%13%10%12%14%9%*-4%19%34%14%13%10%12%

131531423423374332--19753747956136- Aged 5-10
15%10%12%16%13%10%18%15%12%--11%38%23%3%15%12%13%

31326393019332533-323612126743110- Aged 11-15
4%9%10%15%11%8%16%9%13%-2%13%31%13%2%13%9%11%

661622151419161613253032283664- Aged 16-18
6%4%6%8%6%6%9%5%6%*2%15%15%2%2%5%8%6%

234310458523394-91322Refused
2%2%2%1%4%1%3%3%2%1%2%2%5%2%-2%3%2%
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RegionSocial ClassAgeGender
Wales

&North
Scot-SouthEng-Mid-South
landWestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

891422492642642422122932622101501702001601205254841009Weighted base

Grocery shopping status

7610716720919419714920819716011813514713756472280752Yes - do half or more
85%75%67%79%73%81%70%71%75%76%79%79%73%86%47%90%58%75%

11338153694460806448313449216451197247No - do less than half
13%23%32%20%26%18%28%27%24%23%21%20%24%13%53%10%41%25%

23222134121142-2710Refused
2%2%1%1%1%1%1%1%*1%1%*2%1%-*2%1%
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