
RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

10577891425895786646161691224931118154272NET: Approve
30%25%27%28%19%37%28%31%31%22%26%34%25%26%29%23%31%27%

45374068433245242727394819164874122Approve strongly    (4)
13%12%12%11%6%18%16%16%12%10%11%19%10%10%14%9%15%12%

604049917452541403435297431167080150Approve somewhat    (3)
17%13%15%17%13%19%12%15%19%12%14%14%15%16%15%14%16%15%

8054607224845543659444193441610489194Disapprove somewhat (2)
23%17%18%13%16%20%22%20%17%21%18%20%19%23%15%20%18%19%

124138139218267859379120109702186449216185401Disapprove strongly (1)
35%44%41%41%60%28%42%34%38%43%46%34%44%33%44%42%38%40%

2041921992710411512914711517915311131010865320275594NET: Disapprove
58%61%59%54%76%48%64%53%55%64%64%55%63%56%59%63%56%59%

42454898341543283825246435137361135Don't know
12%14%14%17%6%14%7%16%14%14%11%12%13%18%12%14%13%13%

2.081.911.971.981.632.322.032.162.051.861.902.211.892.031.981.892.101.99Mean

1.081.101.101.130.941.141.141.151.101.031.081.181.051.041.151.041.141.10Standard deviation

0.060.070.060.180.080.080.080.070.080.070.070.090.050.090.130.050.060.04Standard error

Page 8

Guardian Opinion Poll
Fieldwork : December 12th-14th 2003

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 Do you approve or disapprove of the government's plans to introduce top-up fees for university students?
Base: All respondents
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Q.2 What do you understand top-
up fees to be?

A £3,000 annual
fee that

students have
to pay when

they start
their

university
course/or have£3,000 a year

to pay backthat students
through taxespay back once
for the rest ofthey have a job
their workingwhich earns
lives/or Don'tmore than

know£15,000 a yearTotal

2507511001Unweighted base

2497521001Weighted base

48224272NET: Approve
19%30%27%

19103122Approve strongly    (4)
8%14%12%

29121150Approve somewhat    (3)
12%16%15%

28166194Disapprove somewhat (2)
11%22%19%

124276401Disapprove strongly (1)
50%37%40%

152442594NET: Disapprove
61%59%59%

4986135Don't know
20%11%13%

1.722.081.99Mean

1.031.101.10Standard deviation

0.070.040.04Standard error

Page 9

Guardian Opinion Poll
Fieldwork : December 12th-14th 2003

Absolutes/col percents
Table 8
Q.1 Do you approve or disapprove of the government's plans to introduce top-up fees for university students?
Base: All respondents
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RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

2627322161911282018181449157404584A £3,000 annual fee
7%9%9%4%12%8%5%10%10%6%8%7%10%8%6%8%9%8%that students have to

pay when they start
their university course

23282431022142517201322321110383876£3,000 a year which
7%9%7%7%7%9%7%9%8%7%5%11%6%6%9%7%8%8%students have to pay

back through their
taxes for the rest of
their working lives

2752312474310117716619015121519614237615282379373752£3,000 a year that
78%73%73%85%74%74%83%69%73%78%82%70%76%79%75%74%76%75%students pay back once

they have a job which
earns more than £15,000
a year

26293421019103319241325401410553489Don't know
8%9%10%5%8%8%5%12%9%9%5%12%8%7%10%11%7%9%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 9
Q.2 What do you understand top-up fees to be?
Base: All respondents
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RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

2927338102214302115232733209513889A £3,000 annual fee
8%9%10%16%7%9%7%11%10%5%9%13%7%10%9%10%8%9%that students have to

pay when they start
their university course

2922582843911520816622117824219316041616097416418833£3,000 a year that
83%82%84%76%84%87%83%80%86%87%80%79%84%84%88%81%85%83%students pay back once

they have a job which
earns more than £15,000
a year

1715102851783131972771231942Neither of these
5%5%3%3%6%2%8%3%1%5%8%3%6%3%1%4%4%4%

131510253417686102052221537Don't know
4%5%3%4%4%1%2%6%3%3%3%5%4%3%2%4%3%4%
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Table 10
Q.3 If tuition fees were to be introduced which of these two alternatives would you prefer?
Base: All respondents
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RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

8268641029375856424868501103816101113214Be given limited
23%22%19%19%21%16%29%20%20%17%28%25%22%20%14%20%23%21%freedom to set their

own fees or

2452322554010319313319715921316313136114892379353732Should they all set the
70%74%76%79%75%81%66%71%77%77%68%64%73%77%84%74%72%73%same flat rate fee

23151715710236169232552312455Don't know
7%5%5%2%4%3%5%8%3%6%4%11%5%3%2%6%5%6%
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Table 11
Q.3a If tuition fees are introduced do you think that individual Universities should?
Base: All respondents
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RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

1661621792956132821651271161001032439962275233508Agree
48%51%53%57%41%55%41%60%61%42%42%50%49%52%57%54%48%51%

168144145207810111510174147135872368846215242457Disagree
48%46%43%41%57%42%57%37%36%53%56%43%48%46%42%42%49%46%

159121354105155141751211536Don't know
4%3%4%2%2%2%2%4%3%5%2%7%3%2%1%4%3%4%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 12
Q.4 Some say the top universities should offer places to children from poorer backgrounds even if they have
worse A level grades than applicants from richer backgrounds. Do you agree or disagree with this plan?
Base: All respondents
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RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

1341171371441171331157510691731808450200187387Satisfied
38%37%41%28%30%72%16%42%36%38%38%36%36%44%45%39%38%39%

1831681693690511621351121431311132708653263258521Dissatisfied
52%54%50%71%66%22%81%49%54%52%55%55%54%45%48%51%53%52%

33293016166262029181846217484492Don't know/ refused
9%9%9%2%4%7%3%9%9%10%8%9%9%11%7%9%9%9%
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Table 13
Q.5 Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the job Tony Blair is doing as prime minister?
Base: All respondents
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RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

17314316329691657310997144128822589543205274479Likely
49%45%49%57%50%69%36%40%47%52%53%40%52%50%40%40%56%48%

154148156196665126152101106991042098362265192458Unlikely
44%47%46%38%48%27%63%55%49%38%41%51%42%43%56%52%39%46%

232417328215927141829135412364Don't know
7%8%5%6%2%3%1%5%4%10%6%9%6%7%4%8%5%6%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 14
Q.6 Do you think it is likely or unlikely that Tony Blair will be Prime Minister in a years time?
Base: All respondents
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RegionVoting IntentionSocial ClassAgeSex
Mid-LibFe-

SouthlandsNorthOtherDemLabConDEC2C1AB65+35-6425-3418-24maleMaleTotal

35430634145144233196278210235278201547162915374641001Unweighted base

350315336511372382012762072772402034961921105114901001Weighted base

148105106146810171975611295761935040164195359Allow Ken back in
42%33%32%28%49%42%35%35%27%40%39%37%39%26%37%32%40%36%

137137160294810610312910710889982059041221213435Not allow Ken back in
39%44%48%57%35%44%51%47%52%39%37%48%41%47%37%43%43%43%

6572708213128504457562999512812582207Don't know
19%23%21%16%15%13%14%18%21%21%23%14%20%27%26%24%17%21%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 15
Q.7 Ken Livingstone, the current Mayor of London was expelled from the Labour Party in 2000. Do you think
Labour should now allow him back into the party or should he not be allowed back into the Labour Party?
Base: All respondents
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