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ICM Research interviewed, using self completion questionnaires, 1027 adults, aged 16+. 
Interviews were conducted across the country using a random sample of adults. 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Q1. How would you define your sexuality?  

Heterosexual 93% 

Homosexual 3% 

Bisexual 3% 

Don't know 2% 

  

Q2. Are you currently in a stable relationship? 

Yes 66% 

No 34% 

  

Q3. How long have you been in your current relationship?  

Base: All in stable relationship (667) 
Less than six months 6% 

Between six months and one year 6% 

Between 1 - 2 years 8% 

Between 2 - 3 years 8% 

Between 3 - 5 years 10% 

Between 5 - 10 years 17% 

Between 10 - 15 years 11% 

Between 15 - 20 years 8% 

Between 20 - 30 years 11% 

30+ years 15% 

MEAN 12.89 

  

Q4. Have you ever been unfaithful to your current partner?  



Base: All in stable relationship (667) 
Yes 18% 

No 82% 

  

Q5. Which of the following best describes how you have been unfaithful?  

Base: All in stable relationship who have been unfaithful (112) 
Regularly 15% 

Occasionally 27% 

Rarely 25% 

Only once 33% 

  

Q6. Have you ever been unfaithful with someone who is a friend of your partner or 
known to your partner?  

Base: All in stable relationship who have been unfaithful (112) 
Yes 45% 

No 55% 

  

Q7. To the best of your knowledge, has your current partner ever been unfaithful to 
you?  

Base: All in stable relationship (667) 
Yes 11% 

No 75% 

Don't know 13% 

  

Q8. At what age did you lose your virginity?  

Base: All respondents (999) 
Under 12 1% 

12 2% 

13 6% 

14-15 23% 

16-18 41% 

19-20 13% 

21-24 10% 

25-30 2% 



Over 30 1% 

Never had sex 3% 

MEAN 17.13 

  

Q9. In total, how many sexual partners have you ever had?   

Base: All respondents 

None 3% 

1 15% 

2 11% 

3 10% 

4 9% 

5 9% 

6-10 20% 

11-15 8% 

16-20 6% 

21-25 2% 

26-35 2% 

36-50 1% 

51-75 1% 

76-100 1% 

101+ 1% 

MEAN 9.6 

  

Q10. In an average month, how many times do you currently have sex?  

Base: All respondents 

None 25% 

1 5% 

2 6% 

3 5% 

4 9% 

5 4% 

6 7% 

7 3% 

8 7% 

9 2% 



10 10% 

11-15 11% 

16-20 7% 

21+ 0% 

MEAN 5.9 

  

Q11. Have you ever had a one night stand?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 51% 

No 49% 

  

Q12. Have you ever slept with someone whose name you did not know?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 21% 

No 79% 

  

Q13. Do you believe that monogamy (being faithful to one person) is natural?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 74% 

No 26% 

  

Q14. Do you believe that monogamy (being faithful to one person) is desirable?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 83% 

No 17% 

  

Q15. Rating of sex drive  

Base: All respondents 

5 - Very high sex drive 22% 

4 27% 

3 32% 

2 10% 

1 - Very low sex drive 9% 



MEAN 3.44 

Q16. Rating of own sexual performance 

5 - Very good lover 23% 

4 33% 

3 40% 

2 4% 

1 - Very poor lover 1% 

MEAN 3.72 

Q17. Rating of sexual performance of most recent partner 

5 - Very good lover 31% 

4 28% 

3 33% 

2 5% 

1 - Very poor lover 4% 

MEAN 3.76 

  

Q18. Thinking about the different components of marriage/relationship, which of the 
following do you think is most important?  

Base: All respondents 

Trust 63% 

Conversation/communication 22% 

Sex 8% 

Humour 7% 

Equality 6% 

Money 3% 

  

Q19 Which of these do you think is the least important?  

Base: All respondents 

Money 58% 

Equality 19% 

Sex 15% 

Humour 3% 

Conversation 3% 

Trust 2% 



  

Q20. Do you think it is possible to maintain a happy marriage/relationship without sex?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 49% 

No 51% 

  

Q21. Overall, are you currently satisfied with your sex life?:  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 71% 

No 29% 

  

Q22. Do you have any close friends of the opposite sex?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 78% 

No 22% 

  

Q23. Are you sexually attracted to your close friends of the opposite sex?  

Base: All with close friends of opposite sex (723) 
Yes - all of them 2% 

Yes - some of them 48% 

No 50% 

  

Q24. Have you ever used sex aids?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 42% 

No 58% 

  

Q25. Which of the following best describes your opinion of cosmetic surgery?  

Base: All respondents 
I have had cosmetic surgery done in the past and would have it done 
again 2% 

I have had it done in the past and would not have it done again *% 

I have not had cosmetic surgery but would consider it in the future 29% 



I have not had cosmetic surgery and would not consider it in the 
future 69% 

  

Q26. Have you ever had sex with someone with a physical disability?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 5% 

No - but I would not rule it out 39% 

No - and I don't think I would 56% 

  

Q27. Are you happy with the size of your penis?  

Base: All men 

Yes 77% 

No 23% 

  

Q28. Which of the following is the best description of your racial origins?  

Base: All respondents 

Black African 1% 

Black Caribbean 2% 

Pakistani 1% 

Indian 1% 

Bangladeshi *% 

Chinese *% 

Indonesian *% 

White British 90% 

Other European 3% 

Other 2% 

  

Q29. Have you ever had sex with someone of a different colour to you?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 28% 

No 72% 

  

Q30. Would you ever consider having sex with someone of a different colour to you?  

Base: All respondents 



Yes 66% 

No 34% 

  

Q31. Have you ever had any sexual contact with someone of the same sex?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 11% 

No 89% 

  

Q32. Do you believe that same sex couples should be allowed to get married?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 50% 

No 50% 

  

Q33. Do you believe that same sex couples should be allowed to adopt children?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 41% 

No 59% 

  

Q34. Do you believe that the age of consent for homosexual sex should be the same as 
it is for heterosexual sex?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 58% 

No 42% 

  

Q35. Do you think that gay sex should be made illegal?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 23% 

No 77% 

  

Q36. What form of contraception do you generally use?  

Base: All respondents 

None -leave it to my partner 32% 

Condoms 31% 



The pill 21% 

Coil 3% 

Cap *% 

Spermicide *% 

Other 17% 

  

Q37. Have you ever had an HIV test?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 13% 

No 87% 

  

Q38. Have you ever had a sexually transmitted disease?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 9% 

No 91% 

  

Q39. How worried are you about sexually transmitted diseases in general?  

Base: All respondents 

Very 19% 

Fairly 32% 

Not particularly 22% 

Not at all 26% 

  

Q40. Which of the following statements is closest to your own views about HIV and 
AIDS in this country?  

Base: All respondents 

Only homosexuals and intravenous drug users are at risk from HIV 5% 

HIV presented a huge risk in the past but is now under control 7% 

Everyone is at risk from HIV if they do not take the necessary 
precautions 89% 

  

Q41. Do you think the government should spend more money on education and 
information policies about HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases?  

Base: All respondents 



Yes 86% 

No 14% 

  

Q42. Do you always practice safe sex with new partners?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 70% 

No 30% 

  

Q43. Have you ever visited a prostitute?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 8% 

No 92% 

  

Q44. Would you ever consider paying for sex?  

Base: All who have never visited a prostitute 

Yes 7% 

No 93% 

  

Q45. Would you consider having sex for money if the amount offered was large 
enough?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes, definitely 22% 

Yes, would consider it 19% 

No 59% 

  

Q46. Do you believe that prostitution should be legalised?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 61% 

No 39% 

  

Q47. Have you ever had sex with a work colleague?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 31% 



No 69% 

  

Q48. Have you ever had sex in your place of work?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes - with a work colleague 15% 

Yes - with someone who didn't work there 5% 

No 81% 

  

Q49. Would you ever sleep with someone to further your career?  

Base: All respondents 

Yes 18% 

No 82% 

  

Q50. Finally, do you believe that children in school are....  

Base: All respondents 

Provided with too much information about sex 13% 

Provided with too little information about sex 49% 

Provided with about the right amount of information about sex 38% 
  

 
 


