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EVENING STANDARD ICM - LONDON 

WOMEN SURVEY - 
OCTOBER 1999 

Q1. In general, how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your general quality of 
life? 

Very satisfied 25% 

Fairly satisfied 61% 

Neither satisfied or dissatisfied 8% 

Fairly dissatisfied 5% 

Very dissatisfied 1% 

Don't know 0%  

 

Q2a. Do you think your quality of life is better or worse than that of your mother 
when she was your age? 

Much better 50% 

Slightly better 35% 

The same 4% 

Slightly worse 5% 

Much worse 1% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q2b. Do you think your quality of life is better or worse than that of women of your 
age and background living in other British cities? 
Much better 15% 

Slightly better 39% 

The same 20% 

Slightly worse 6% 

Much worse 1% 

Don't know 18% 

 

Q2c. Do you think your quality of life is better or worse than that of men of your age 
and background living in London? 
Much better 8% 

Slightly better 27% 

The same 26% 

Slightly worse 20% 

Much worse 4% 

Don't know 14% 
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Q3a. How much pleasure does having sex give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 48% 

4 25% 

3 10% 

2 6% 

Very little pleasure (1) 5% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q3b. How much pleasure does being in a relationship give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 56% 

4 18% 

3 12% 

2 7% 

Very little pleasure (1) 5% 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q3c. How much pleasure does going out for a meal or drink with friends give 
someone like you? 
Great pleasure (5) 49% 

4 31% 

3 10% 

2 6% 

Very little pleasure (1) 4% 

Don't know 0% 

 

Q3d. How much pleasure does your work give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 12% 

4 22% 

3 29% 

2 11% 

Very little pleasure (1) 9% 

Don't know 17% 

 

Q3e. How much pleasure does going shopping give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 35% 

4 25% 

3 23% 

2 11% 
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Very little pleasure (1) 7% 

Don't know 0% 

 

Q3f. How much pleasure does having friends round for a meal give someone like 
you? 
Great pleasure (5) 33% 

4 37% 

3 18% 

2 7% 

Very little pleasure (1) 5% 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q3g. How much pleasure does smoking give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 14% 

4 12% 

3 11% 

2 6% 

Very little pleasure (1) 41% 

Don't know 16% 

 

Q3h. How much pleasure does taking illegal drugs give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 3% 

4 3% 

3 4% 

2 5% 

Very little pleasure (1) 62% 

Don't know 23% 

 

Q3i. How much pleasure does going clubbing give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 21% 

4 17% 

3 23% 

2 13% 

Very little pleasure (1) 19% 

Don't know 8% 

 

Q3j. How much pleasure does watching television give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 14% 

4 26% 
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3 44% 

2 12% 

Very little pleasure (1) 3% 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q3k. How much pleasure does physical exercise swimming, running or playing 
sport give someone like you? 
Great pleasure (5) 17% 

4 31% 

3 25% 

2 14% 

Very little pleasure (1) 11% 

Don't know 2% 

 

Q3l. How much pleasure does reading give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 25% 

4 33% 

3 25% 

2 9% 

Very little pleasure (1) 6% 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q3m. How much pleasure does going to the cinema give someone like you? 

Great pleasure (5) 18% 

4 34% 

3 28% 

2 11% 

Very little pleasure (1) 7% 

Don't know 2% 

 

Q4. Are you currently working? 

Yes 64% 

No 36% 

Don't know 0% 

 

Q5. How enjoyable do you find your work? Base: All respondents who work (481) 

Very enjoyable 28% 

Quite enjoyable 53% 

Not very enjoyable 12% 
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Not very enjoyable at all 7% 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q6. Does your job beat, fall short of or equal your expectations of working life when 
you were a teenager? Base: All respondents who work (481) 
Beat my expectations 16% 

Equals my expectations 38% 

Falls short of expectations 40% 

Did not have any expectations 3% 

Don't know 2% 

 

Q7. Do you feel that you earn more than, the same as, or less than men with similar 
qualifications? Base: All respondents who work (481) 
Earn more than men 10% 

Earn the same as men 46% 

Earn less than men 39% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q8. Do you have any children? Base: all respondents (753) 

One 22% 

Two 20% 

Three 4% 

Four 2% 

Five+ 0% 

None 52% 

 

Q9. How enjoyable do you find your work? Base: All respondents with no children 
(395) 
Yes (either now or in the future) 82% 

No never 13% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q10. At what age are you likely to start having children? Base: All who intend to 
have a family (325) 
20-25 13% 

26-30 50% 

31-35 31% 

36-40 1% 

41+ 0% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q11. How likely is it that you will return to work after you have children? Base: all 
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who intend to have a family (325) 

Very likely 62% 

Quite likely 24% 

Quite unlikely 5% 

Very unlikely 6% 

Don't know 3% 

 

Q12. If you were to return to work, do you think it would be before or after your 
youngest child is at school? Base: all who intend to have a family (325) 
Before youngest at school 55% 

After youngest at school 39% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q13. If you were to return to work, do you think it would be full time or part time? 
Base: all who intend to have a family (325) 
Full time 35% 

Part time 60% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q14a. Including any partner you have at the moment, how many sexual partners 
have you had in the last year? Base: all respondents (753) 
None 9% 

One 72% 

Two 7% 

Three 3% 

Four 1% 

Five 1% 

Six-ten *% 

Eleven-fifteen *% 

Sixteen+ 0% 

 

Q14b. Including any partner you have at the moment, how many sexual partners 
have you ever had?Base: all respondents (753) 
None 3% 

One 18% 

Two 10% 

Three 13% 

Four 9% 

Five 10% 

Six-ten 14% 

Eleven-fifteen 4% 

Sixteen-twenty 1% 
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Twenty one - twenty four 1% 

Twenty five - thirty 1% 

Thirty one - forty 1% 

Forty one - fifty *% 

Fifty one + 0% 

Don't know 14% 

 

Q15. How old were you when you lost your virginity? Base: all respondents (753) 

Under 10 *% 

11-12 1% 

13-14 8% 

15-16 35% 

17-18 30% 

19-20 10% 

21-25 4% 

25+ 0% 

Have not as yet 2% 

Can't remember 1% 

Don't know 8% 

 

Q16. Do you hope to get married....? 

Within the next five years 35% 

At some point but not within the next five years 22% 

Never intend to get married 11% 

Already married 29% 

Don't know 3% 

 

Q17. Which of the following do you have? 

A credit card 56% 

A savings account 80% 

A private/occupational pension plan 35% 

A mortgage 31% 

An overdraft 46% 

None of these 7% 

 

Q18a. How much do you spend in an average week on housing? 

Nothing 11% 

Up to £25 11% 

£26-£50 14% 

£51-£75 12% 
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£76-£100 21% 

£101-£150 14% 

£151-£200 11% 

£201-£300 4% 

£301-£500 1% 

£501+ 1% 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q18b. How much do you spend in an average week on appearance? 

Nothing 5% 

Up to £5 14% 

£6-£10 20% 

£11-15 6% 

£16-£20 18% 

£21-£25 4% 

£26-£30 10% 

£31-£40 4% 

£41-£50 12% 

£51+ 7% 

Don't know *% 

 

Q18c. How much do you spend in an average week on going out? 

Nothing 8% 

Up to £5 10% 

£6-£10 14% 

£11-15 4% 

£16-£20 16% 

£21-£25 2% 

£26-£30 12% 

£31-£40 8% 

£41-£50 13% 

£51-£100 10% 

£101+ 2% 

Don't know 0% 

 

Q19. Do you currently have a partner that you live with? 

Yes 53% 

No 47% 

Don't know 0% 

 

Q20. Do you have a joint account or do you keep your finances separate? Base: all 
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respondents with a male partner (397) 

Joint account only 29% 

Joint account and separate accounts 23% 

Separate accounts 48% 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q21. Who earns more, you or your partner? Base: all respondents with a male 
partner (397) 
Me 17% 

My partner 78% 

Don't know 5% 

 

Q22a. How safe do you feel at night from being mugged or sexually assaulted on 
the underground? Base: all respondents (753) 
Very safe 3% 

Quite safe 24% 

Quite unsafe 24% 

Very unsafe 41% 

Don't know 8% 

 

Q22b. How safe do you feel at night from being mugged or sexually assaulted on 
the buses? Base: all respondents (753) 
Very safe 4% 

Quite safe 39% 

Quite unsafe 25% 

Very unsafe 24% 

Don't know 8% 

 

Q22c. How safe do you feel at night from being mugged or sexually assaulted in the 
area where you live? Base: all respondents (753) 
Very safe 8% 

Quite safe 45% 

Quite unsafe 21% 

Very unsafe 24% 

Don't know 2% 

 

Q23a. Have you personally been a victim of sexual harassment in the office? 

Yes 7% 

No 92% 

Don't know 2% 

Q23b. Have you personally been a victim of sexual harassment in the street? 

Yes 21% 
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No 78% 

Don't know *% 

Q23c. Have you personally been a victim of mugging? 

Yes 9% 

No 90% 

Don't know *% 

Q23d. Have you personally been a victim of sexual assault? 

Yes 7% 

No 93% 

Don't know *% 

 

Q24. Which, if any, of the following precautions do you take to minimise the risk of 
being attacked? 

Carry alarm 17% 

Have learned/am learning martial arts 20% 

Bought a car in order to get home safely 41% 

Do not travel alone on the trains or underground at night 63% 

Something else 11% 

None of these 12% 

Don't know *% 

 

Q25. Agreement with statements... In my age group, women are generally more 
trustworthy than men. 
Agree 60% 

Disagree 31% 

Don't know 9% 

It is more natural for men to pick up women than for women to pick up men. 

Agree 58% 

Disagree 34% 

Don't know 8% 

Women who don't want to have babies have a bigger responsibility than their 
partner to make sure they don't get pregnant. 
Agree 57% 

Disagree 40% 

Don't know 2% 

There is far too much pressure on women these days to look slim. 

Agree 93% 

Disagree 6% 

Don't know 1% 

There is far too much pressure these days on young women to buy things they 
don't need. 
Agree 74% 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  11 

Disagree 24% 

Don't know 3% 

 

Q26a. Do you think the law should.....Cannabis? 

Punish anyone caught using or selling the drug 35% 

Punish anyone selling the drug but not those who use it 19% 

Be changed completely to legalise both its sale and consumption 42% 

None of these 3% 

Q26b. Do you think the law should... Cocaine? 

Punish anyone caught using or selling the drug 72% 

Punish anyone selling the drug but not those who use it 23% 

Be changed completely to legalise both its sale and consumption 3% 

None of these 2% 

Q26c. Do you think the law should....Heroin? 

Punish anyone caught using or selling the drug 78% 

Punish anyone selling the drug but not those who use it 18% 

Be changed completely to legalise both its sale and consumption 2% 

None of these 2% 
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