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The Scotsman/ICM Monthly Poll - 2 March 1999  
 

 

Q1 - Likelyhood of voting in the Scottish Parliamentary elections…. 
  Certain to vote 62% 

  Likely to vote 20% 

  Unlikely to vote 7% 

  Certain not to vote 7% 

  DK 5% 

 Mean 3.42  

  

Q2    1st vote - constituency member 
Base: All certain/likely to vote (adjusted) 
  Conservative 13% 

  Labour 45% 

  Liberal Democrat 9% 

  SNP 31% 

  Other  2%  
 

Q3  2nd vote - regional member  
Base: All Respondents certain/likely to vote (adjusted) 
  Conservative 12% 

  Labour 42% 

  Liberal Democrat 12% 

  SNP 32% 

  Other  3%  
 

Q5   In the budget of two weeks ago, Labour decided to reduce the 
basic rate of income tax by 1p in the £ from 23p to 22p commencing 
April 2000. At their conference last week the SNP decided to keep 
tax levels in Scotland at the present rate of 23p in the £ in order to 
pay for public services. Does this make you more likely to vote SNP, 
less likely or does it make no difference? 
Base: All Respondents 

  More likely 12% 

  Less likely 17% 

  Make no difference 67% 

  DK 3%  
 

Q6   Did you know Labour had decided to reduce the rate of income 
tax by 1p in the £ 
Base: All Respondents  
  Yes 74% 
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  No 26% 

  DK 0%  
 

Q7   Did you know the SNP decided to keep tax levels in Scotland at 
the present rate of 23p in the £ 
Base: All respondents  
  Yes  69% 

  No 30% 

  DK 1%  
 

Q8  Under SNP proposals taxes in Scotland would be about £2.70 
per week or about £11 per month higher than in England and Wales 
for the average taxpayer. This money would be spent on public 
services. Thinking about people you know do you think this would 
make them more likely to vote SNP, less likely or doesn't make any 
difference? 
Base: All Respondents  
  More likely 17% 

  Less likely 29% 

  No difference 41% 

  DK 13%  

 
Q9  Which of the following do you think the SNP should have done? 
Base: All Respondents  
  Reduced in come tax by more than Labour 13% 

  Reduced income tax by the same amount as Labour 26% 

  Left the rate of income tax unchanged 39% 

  Increased the rate of income tax 7% 

  DK 15%  
 

Q10  In a referendum for independence how would you vote? 
Base: All Respondents 

  I agree that Scotland should become an independent 
country 42% 

  I do not agree that Scotland should become an 
independent country 47% 

  DK 11%  
 

Q11   Likelyhood of voting in a General Election…. 
Base: All Respondents  
  Certain to vote 62% 

  Unlikely to vote 21% 

  Likely to vote 8% 

 Certain not to vote 6% 

 DK 3% 
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 Mean 3.44  
 

Q12  Voting in a General Election 
Base: All Respondents certain/likely to vote (adjusted) 
  Conservative 15% 

  Labour 48% 

  Liberal Democrat 11% 

  SNP 25% 

  Other 0%  
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