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The Scotsman/ICM Monthly Poll - January 1999 
 

Q: Likelihood of voting in Scottish Parliament election 
Base: All Respondents 

  Certain to vote   66% 

  Likely to vote   18% 

  Unlikely to vote  7% 

  Certain not to vote  6% 

  DK  3%  
 

Voting Intention - Constituency Member 
Base: All Respondents 

  Conservative  11% 

  Labour  26% 

  Liberal Democrat  7% 

  SNP  27% 

  Other party  1% 

  Not Registered  1% 

  Decided not to vote  5% 

  DK  20% 

  Refused  5%  
 

Voting Intention - Constituency Member  
Base: All Respondents expressing an intention to vote  
  Conservative  15% 

  Labour  36% 

  Liberal Democrat  9% 

  SNP  38% 

  Other Party  1%  
 

Voting Intention - Constituency Member  
Base: All Respondents saying certain/likely to vote in Scottish 
Parliament election  
  Conservative  11% 

  Labour  27% 

  Liberal Democrat  9% 

  SNP  27% 

  Not Registered   - 

  Decided not to vote   - 

  DK  22% 

  Refused  3%  
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Voting Intention - Regional Member  
Base: All Respondents  
  Conservative  10% 

  Labour  25% 

  Liberal Democrat  8% 

  SNP  25% 

  Other Party  1% 

  Not Registered to vote  1% 

  Decided not to vote  5% 

  DK  23% 

  Refused  3%  
 

Voting Intention - Regional Member 
Base: All Respondents expressing an intention to vote  
  Conservative   14% 

  Labour  37% 

  Liberal Democrat  11% 

  SNP  36% 

  Other Party  2%  
 

Voting Intention - Regional Member 
Base: All Respondents saying certain/likely to vote in Scottish 
Parliament election  
  Conservative  11% 

  Labour  27% 

  Liberal Democrat  9% 

  SNP  27% 

  Other Party  1% 

  Not Registered  - 

  Decided not to vote  - 

  DK  22% 

  Refused  3%  
 

Q: Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way the government is 
running the UK as a whole? 
Base: All Respondents  
  Satisfied  47% 

  Dissatisfied  44% 

  DK  9%  
 

Q: Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way the government is 
running Scotland? 
Base: All Respondents  
  Satisfied  35% 
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  Dissatisfied  37% 

  DK  9%  
 

Q: Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way Tony Blair is doing 
his job as Prime Minister? 
Base: All Respondents  
  Satisfied  59% 

  Dissatisfied  33% 

  DK  7%  
 

Q: "Irrespective of which party you yourself support, which of the 
following do you think would make the best First Prime Minister of 
the Scottish Parliament?" 
Base: All Respondents  
  Donald Dewar - Labour  34% 

  Alex Salmond - SNP  31% 

  David McLetchie - Conservative  5% 

  Jim Wallace - Liberal Democrat  11% 

  DK  19%  
 

Q: "If there were a referendum, would you vote to join the European 
Single Currency or vote not to join?" 
Base: All Respondents  
  Vote to join   42% 

  Vote not to join  44% 

  DK  14%  
 

Q: Which of the following comes closest to your own view on the 
Britain and the European single Currency? 
Base: All Respondents  
  Britain should join the single currency now  15% 

  We should join as soon as the economic conditions are 
right  46% 

  We should rule out joining the single currency for the 
lifetime of this parliament and the next  11% 

  We should never join the European single Currency   20% 

  DK  8%  
 

Q: Do you expect that the United Kingdom will join the European 
Single Currency some time in the future or not?  
Base: All Respondents  
  Yes - will join  89% 

  No - Will not join  6% 

  DK  6%  
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Q: In what year do you think the United Kingdom will join the 
European Single Currency? 
Base: All respondents who think the UK will join 

  1999  1% 

  2000  11% 

  2001  19% 

  2002  22% 

  2003  9% 

  2004  12% 

  2005  6% 

  2006  1% 

  2007  2% 

  2008  1% 

  2009  1% 

  2010  1% 

  2011-2015  *% 

  2016-2020  -% 

  2021+  *% 

  DK  15%  

  

Q: Do you think that there should be a referendum on independence 
for Scotland?  
Base: All Respondents  
  Yes  74% 

  No  21% 

  DK  5%  
 

"In a referendum on independence for Scotland, how would you 
vote?"  
Base: All Respondents  

  I agree that Scotland should become an independent 
country  49% 

  I do not agree that Scotland should become an 
independent country  42% 

  DK  9%  
 

"If Scotland were to join the single currency with the rest of the 
United Kingdom, would this make it more likely that you would vote 
in favour of Scottish independence, less likely, or would it make no 
difference?"  
Base: All Respondents  
  More likely  14% 

  Less Likely  8% 

  No difference  71% 

  DK  6%  
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For the running of Scotland as a whole which of the following would 
you most like to see?  
Base: All Respondents  

  An independent Scotland which is separate from England 
and Wales but part of the European Union  26% 

 
 Scotland remaining part of the UK but with it's own 
devolved Parliament with some taxation and spending 
powers 

 53% 

  Scotland remaining part of the UK but with no devolved 
Parliament   18% 

  Scotland remaining part of the UK but with no devolved 
Parliament  

 4% 
 
 

Likelihood of voting in a general election 
Base: All Respondents  
  Certain to vote  67% 

  Likely to vote  67% 

  Unlikely to vote  7% 

  Certain not to vote  4% 

  DK  3%  
 

Voting Intention for General Election  
Base: All Respondents 

  Conservative  14% 

  labour  33% 

  Liberal Democrat  8% 

  SNP  21% 

  Other Party  1% 

  Not Registered to vote  1% 

  Decided not to vote  4% 

  DK why would not vote  *% 

  DK  16% 

  Refused  3%  
 

Voting Intention for General Election 
Base: All respondents expressing an intention to vote  
  Conservative  18% 

  labour  43% 

  Liberal Democrat   10% 

  SNP   27% 

  Other Party   1%  
 

Voting Intention for General Election 
Base: All respondents expressing an intention to vote and saying 
certain/likely to vote 
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  Conservative  18% 

  labour  43% 

  Liberal Democrat  10% 

  SNP  27% 

  Other Party  1%  
 

Voting Intention for General Election 
Base: All respondents saying certain/likely to vote 

  Conservative  11% 

  labour  41% 

  SNP  17% 

  Other Party  *% 

  Not Registered to vote  5% 

  Decided not to vote  12% 

  DK  2% 

  Refused  4% 

  Not Stated  2%  
 

Voting in Scottish Devolution Referendum - Scottish Parliament 
Base: All Respondents 

  In favour  46% 

  Against  15% 

  Not Registered to vote  6% 

  Decided not to vote  24% 

  DK  2% 

  Not Stated  6%  
 

Voting in Scottish Devolution Referendum - Tax Varying Powers 
Base: All Respondents  
  In favour  38% 

  Against  19% 

  Not Registered to vote  6% 

  Decided not to vote  24% 

  DK  7% 

  Not Stated  6%  
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