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The Scotsman/ICM Monthly Poll - 2 April 1999  
 

 

Q1 - Likelyhood of voting in the Scottish Parliamentary elections…. 
Base: All respondents  
  Certain to vote 69% 

  Likely to vote 18% 

  Unlikely to vote 4% 

  Certain not to vote 4% 

  DK 4%  

  

Q2    1st vote - constituency member 
Base: All certain/likely to vote (adjusted) 
  Conservative 13% 

  Labour 46% 

  Liberal Democrat 10% 

  SNP 30% 

  Other  1%  
 

Q3  2nd vote - regional member  
Base: All Respondents certain/likely to vote (adjusted) 
  Conservative 11% 

  Labour 43% 

  Liberal Democrat 11% 

  SNP 32% 

  Other  4%  
 

Q5   In a referendum for independence how would you vote? 
Base: All respondents  

  I agree that Scotland should become an independent 
country 41% 

  I agree that Scotland should become an independent 
country 48% 

  DK 1%  
 

Q6   What 2 or 3 issues will be most important to you in deciding 
which party to vote forin the Scottish Parliamentart elections? 
Base: All Respondents  
  Unemployment 19% 

  NHS 44% 

  Economic situation 9% 

 Scottish Parliament 7% 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  2 

 Housing 7% 

 Welfare/pensions 14% 

 Law and order 5% 

 Taxes 16% 

 Party unity 1% 

 Party leaders 1% 

 Environment 3% 

 Councils/tax 3% 

 Kosovo 1% 

 Education 26% 

 Others 3% 

 DK 22%  
 

Q7   Do you think that… is doing a good or a bad job for the people 
of Scotland? 
Base: All respondents  
 Donald Dewar 
  Good job 57% 

  Bad job 17% 

 DK 26% 
Alex Salmond 

 Good job 33% 

 Bad job 39% 

 DK 27% 
David McLetchie 

 Good job 14% 

 Bad job 16% 

 DK 70% 

Jim Wallace 

 Good job 14% 

 Bad job 16% 

 DK 70%  
 

Q8  Irrespective of which party you support, which of the following 
do you think would make the best 1st Minister for Scotland? 

  Donald Dewar 46% 

  Alex Salmond 21% 

  David McLetchie 3% 

 Jim Wallace 11%  

 
Q9    Irrespective of which party you support, which of the following 
do you think would make the best 1st Minister for Scotland? 

  Donald Dewar 55% 

  Alex Salmond 25% 
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  DK 21%  
 

Q10   Some people say that NATO bombing campaign will help the 
people of Kosovo. Do you agree or disagree? 

  Agree 51% 

  Disagree 35% 

  DK 13%  
 

Q11   At present NATO is using only aircraft and missiles in 
Yuogoslavia. Would you support or oppose a decision to send 
British troops into Yugoslavia in the future? 

 In order to fight along side other NATO forces against Serbia 

  Support 48% 

  Oppose 42% 

 DK 10% 

In order to help patrol a peace settlement as part of a UN 
peacekeeping force 

 Support 81% 

 Oppose 14% 

 DK 5%  
 

Q12   Alex Salmond recently stated that he opposes NATO action. 
Do his views on Kosovo make you more likely or less likely to vote 
SNP or does it make no real difference one way or the other? 

  More likely 7% 

  Less likely 25% 

  No difference 64% 

 DK 4%  
 

Q13   In the budget of two weeks ago, Labour decided to reduce the 
basic rate of income tax by 1p in the £ from 23p to 22p commencing 
April 2000. At their conference last week the SNP decided to keep 
tax levels in Scotland at the present rate of 23p in the £ in order to 
pay for public services. Does this make you more likely to vote SNP, 
less likely or does it make no difference? 

  More likely 15% 

  Less likely 19% 

  No difference 63% 

 DK 3%  
 

Q14   If there were to be a coalition, which one of these two options 
would you prefer? 

  A coalition formed by Labour/Liberal Democrats 51% 

  A coalition formed by SNP/Liberal Democrats 34% 

  DK 15%  
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Q15   How interesting or boring do you find Donald Dewar? 

  Interesting 42% 

  Boring 47% 

  Neither 11%  
 

Q15   How interesting or boring do you find Alex Salmond? 

  Interesting 43% 

  Boring 46% 

  Neither 12%  
 

Q15   How interesting or boring do you find David McLetchie? 

  Interesting 16% 

  Boring 38% 

  Neither 46%  
 

Q15   How interesting or boring do you find Jim Wallace? 

  Interesting 34% 

  Boring 35% 

  Neither 31%  
 

Q6   Likelyhood of voting in a General Election…. 
Base: All Respondents  
  Certain to vote 71% 

  Likely to vote 16% 

 Unlikely to vote 5% 

 Certain not to vote 4% 

 DK 4% 

 Mean 3.6  
 

Q10   Voting in a General Election 
Base: All Respondents certain/likely to vote (adjusted) 
  Conservative 15% 

  Labour 49% 

  Liberal Democrat 10% 

 SNP 25% 

 Other 1%  
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