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 The Guardian/ICM Poll - Genetically Modified Food - May 1998 
 
Q1.  Have you ever heard of genetically modified foods? 

 Yes  56% 

 No  43% 

 DK  1%  

  

Q2.   To your knowledge have you ever bought foods that have been 
genetically modified? 

 Yes  11% 

 No  67% 

 Don't Know  21%  
 

Q3.  How happy are you about the introduction of genetically 
modified foods? 

 Very happy (+2)  2% 

 Quite happy (+1)  12% 

 Nether happy/nor unhappy (0)  16% 

 Not very happy (-1)  21% 

 Not at all happy (-2)  29% 

 Don't Know  19% 

 Mean  -0.77  
 

Q4.  On what grounds are you not happy about the introduction of 
genetically modified foods? 

 Environmental  31% 

 Food Safety  40% 

 Ethical  25% 

 Health  61% 

Other 18% 

DK  4%  
 

Q5  Do you think genetically modified crops should be kept separate 
from normal crops? 

 Yes  85% 

 No  5%  
 

Q6.  Do you think that genetically modified foods should be clearly 
labelled? 

 Yes  96% 

 No  2% 
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 Don't Know  2%  
 

Q7.  Should ingredients derived from genetically modified foods also 
be clearly labelled? 

 Yes  95% 

 No  3% 

 Don't Know  2%  
 

Q8.   Some experts have proposed that where a food ingredient is 
derived from a crop, and it cannot be confirmed whether or not the 
source was genetically modified or not, it should be labelled" 
contains generically modified X". Do you agree or disagree? 

 Yes  89% 

 No  7% 

 DK  4%  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The 
Guardian/ICM 
Monthly Poll 
- May 1998  

ICM interviewed a random 
sample of 1011 adults aged 
18+ by telephone between 
15th-19th May 1998. 
Interviews were conducted 
across the country and the 
results have been weighted 
to the profile of all adults. 

Q1. Westminster turnout 

10 - certain to vote 67%

9 3% 

8 7% 

7 4% 

6 3% 

5 5% 

4 1% 

3 1% 

2 1% 

1 - certain not to 8% 
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vote 

Don't know 1% 

 

Q2. General Election 
voting intentions. Base: 
All expressing intention 
to vote. 
  Conservative  29%

  Labour  50%

  Lib Dem   16%

  Other  5% 

  Lead  21%  
 

Q3. Satisfaction with job 
done:  

Tony Blair 
Satisfied 68%
Dissatisfied 20%
Don't know 13%
John Prescott 
Satisfied 49%
Dissatisfied 24%
Don't know 27%
Lord Irvine 

Satisfied 27%
Dissatisfied 34%
Don't know 38%
Robin Cook 
Satisfied 37%
Dissatisfied 42%
Don't know 20%
Gordon Brown 
Satisfied 61%
Dissatisfied 21%
Don't know 18%
Jack Straw 
Satisfied 58%
Dissatisfied 18%
Don't know 24%
Margaret Beckett 
Satisfied 41%
Dissatisfied 21%
Don't know 39%
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David Blunkett 
Satisfied 61%
Dissatisfied 22%
Don't know 17%
Harriet Harman 
Satisfied 35%
Dissatisfied 40%
Don't know 25%
Mo Mowlem 
Satisfied 74%
Dissatisfied 10%
Don't know 17%
Frank Dobson 
Satisfied 42%
Dissatisfied 29%
Don't know 29%
Jack Cunningham 
Satisfied 29%
Dissatisfied 24%
Don't know 47%
Clare Short 
Satisfied 38%
Dissatisfied 19%
Don't know 43%
Peter Mandelson 
Satisfied 22%
Dissatisfied 32%
Don't know 46% 

 

Q4. Should employers be 
required to recognise 
Trade Unions if... 
A simple majority of 
those who vote in a 
ballot want it as 
advised by the TUC 

51%

If a majority of 
those eligible that 
want it as advised 
by the CBI 

39%

Don't know 10% 
 

Q5. If there were to be a 
referendum, would you 
vote to join the single 
European currency or 
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vote not to join? 

Vote to join 34%
Vote not to join 48%
Don't know 17% 
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