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 ICM RESEARCH / THE GUARDIAN  POLL - FEBRUARY 1996 
 

ICM Research interviewed a random sample of 1,200 adults aged 18+ by telephone on 2-4th 
February 1996. Interviews were conducted across the country and the results have been 
weighted to the profile of all adults. 

 

Q1. General Election turnout. 

10 - Absolutely certain to vote 58% 
9 5% 
8 9% 
7 5% 
6 2% 
5 7% 
4 *% 
3 2% 
2 2% 
1 - Certain not to vote 9% 
Don't know 1%  

 

Q2. Westminster Voting Intention. Adjusted. Base: All expressing an intention to vote. 

  Conservatives 31% 

  Labour 47% 

  Liberal Democrats 19% 

  Other 3% 

  LEAD -16% 
 
 

Q3. Which party do you think has the best policies for dealing with the economy? 
Conservative 20% 
Labour 30% 
Liberals 6% 
Others 1% 
None of them 18% 
Don't know 24% 

 

Q4. Given that Labour is opposed to selective education, do you think that Harriet 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  2 

Harman was right or wrong to let her son go to a grammar school that teaches high-
ability children? 
Right 50% 
Wrong 38% 
Don't know 12% 

 

Q5. Should she have resigned from Labour's front bench? 
Yes 34% 
No 56% 
Don't know 10% 

 

Q6. Which of the following do you think Labour politicians should consider sending 
their children to? 
The nearest council run comprehensive 68% 
Any council run comprehensive 64% 
Any comprehensive including a grant maintained school 63% 
Grammar schools that select only high ability children 40% 
Private schools 36% 
Don't know 9% 

 

Q7. Which of the following do you think Conservative politicians should consider 
sending their children to? 
The nearest council run comprehensive 66% 
Any council run comprehensive 64% 
Any comprehensive including a grant maintained school 66% 
Grammar schools that select only high ability children 48% 
Private schools 47% 
Don't know 11% 

 

Q8. Which of the following do you think you should consider sending your own children 
to? 
The nearest council run comprehensive 66% 
Any council run comprehensive 56% 
Any comprehensive including a grant maintained school 60% 
Grammar schools that select only high ability children 47% 
Private schools 37% 
Don't know 7% 

 

Q9. Which party, if any, fits the description "the villains friend"? 
Conservative 25% 
Labour 13% 
Liberal Democrat 2% 
None of them/Don't know 60% 

 

Q9. Which party, if any, fits the description "the victims friend"? 
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Conservative 11% 
Labour 24% 
Liberal Democrat 9% 
None of them/Don't know 56% 

 

Q10. Which party has the best policies for dealing with crime? 
Conservative 23% 
Labour 24% 
Liberal Democrat 5% 
None of them/Don't know 49%  
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