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 ICM RESEARCH / THE GUARDIAN POLL - OCTOBER 1992 
 

ICM Research interviewed a tightly controlled sample of 1445 adults aged 18+ in 103 randomly 
selected constituencies nationwide. Interviews were conducted face-to-face between 9-10th 
October 1992.  

 

Q1. General Election turnout. 

Certain not to vote 12% 
Possible you would not vote 5% 
Almost certain you would vote 15% 
Absolutely certain you would vote 65% 
Don't know 4%  

 

Q2. Westminster Voting Intention. Adjusted. Base: All expressing an intention to vote. 

  Conservatives 38% 

  Labour 38% 

  Liberal Democrats 19% 

  Other 5% 

  LEAD 0% 
 
 

Q3. Which party do you think has the best policies for dealing with the economy? 
Conservative 24% 
Labour 24% 
Liberals 5% 
Others 1% 
None of them 19% 
Don't know 25% 

 

Q4. Do you think the process of economic and political integration in the European 
Community should be accelerated or slowed down? 
Accelerated 15% 
Slowed down  58% 
Don't know 27% 

 

Q5. If all members of the European community cannot agree to a timetable for political 
and economic integration, do you think those willing to proceed should go ahead 
anyway, or should all countries proceed together even if this means slowing down the 
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process? 

Those willing to proceed should go ahead 22% 
All countries to proceed together 56% 
Don't know 22% 

 

Q6. Thinking about the decision taken by the European Community, do you think that 
more importance or less should be given to...?  

The European Commission in Brussels 

More importance 18% 

Less importance  49% 
Don't know 34% 

The European Parliament in Strasburg 

More importance 17% 
Less importance 45% 
Don't know 38% 
The parliaments of each member state 
More importance 57% 
Less importance  11% 
Don't know 31% 

 

Q7. Are you personally in favour of or opposed to...?  

Setting up a single European currency, the ECU, which will replace national currencies 
like the pound, French franc and German mark 
In favour 27% 
Opposed to 59% 
Don't know 14% 
The setting up of a central bank independent of European political institutions and 
national parliaments which would be responsible for the control of money and interest 
rates throughout the European Community 
In favour  29% 
Opposed to 49% 
Don't know 21% 
European institutions dealing only with those issues which cannot adequately be dealt 
with by national governments 
In favour 45% 
Opposed to 23% 
Don't know 32% 
% 
Q8. Do you agree or disagree with the following?  

European institutions are not democratic enough 
Agree  50% 

Disagree 17% 
Don't know 32% 
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European institutions are too bureaucratic 
Agree 67% 
Disagree 7% 
Don't know 26% 
European institutions are too far removed from people's day-to-day concerns 
Agree  73% 
Disagree  8% 
Don't know 19% 
European institutions are too busy creating long-winded directives and rules  
Agree 72% 
Disagree 7% 
Don't know 20% 
European institutions make up silly rules for no good reason 
Agree  61% 
Disagree 17% 
Don't know 22% 
  
Q9. Are you in favour of, or opposed to...?  

Guaranteeing the same employment rights and salaries in all European Community 
states 
In favour 61% 
Opposed to 21% 
Don't know 18% 
The integration of the Eastern European countries into the European Communiity 
In favour 45% 
Opposed to 27% 
Don't know 28% 
The setting up of a European Community humanitarian military force to intervene in 
cases like Yugoslavia and Somalia 
In favour 62% 
Opposed to  19% 
Don't know 19% 
Setting up one defence force for the whole Community 
In favour 46% 
Opposed to 32% 
Don't know 21% 
Increasing European aid to the Third World 
In favour 55% 
Opposed to 26% 
Don't know  19% 
  
Q10. Do you think Parliament alone should decide whether the UK should ratify the 
Treaty of Maastricht or do you think the British people should be consulted in a 
referendum? 
The UK Parliament alone should decide 13% 
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The British people should be consulted 76% 
Don't know 11% 
  
Q11. If there were to be a referendum here in the UK, would you vote in favour or against 
the Maasticht Treaty on political and economic union in Europe? 
In favour 24% 
Against 34% 
Don't know  42%  
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